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Important Dates in May

Mon May 4th  9:30 - 3:00 Medomak
District Meeting,
Bigelow Labs

Annual Meeting—watch out for your

invitation

Tues May 5th 11:00 Creative
Gardening, St

Andrews Village

9:00 Plant flower
boxes, American
Legion Post #36, also
plant flowers at Civil
War Monument

Thurs May
21st

Be on the lookout for an invitation to our Annual Meeting this year. We will
meet on June 10th at the Boothbay Harbor Yacht Club. RSVPs will be respectfully
requested. We will celebrate our 95th birthday! In honor of our nonagenarian milestone
we'll enjoy a retrospective of the club’s history. We hope to see some honored guests
from our past attend. BRGC has a significant impact on our peninsula thanks to the

Membership Meeting May 13

12:30 Member Tea (Tea Committee:
Melissa Thornton, Mary

generosity of members, the dedication of leaders, and historical activities which benefit
families and beautify our community. You can read more about how our committees
impact ourselves and our community below:

Bellino, Mary Gevaudan

Boothbay Region Garden Club Committees

1:00 Membership Meeting—  committees are the heart and soul...and task force...of the Boothbay Region
Cindy Wright, Knox-Lincoln ' Garden Club. Our members understand that being part of this club means
Soil & Water Conservation  that we both give to it and its mission. ..time, energy, commitment...and we
District get so much back—satisfaction, gardening knowledge, practice of newly-
1:30 Creating a Wildflower learned skills, new friends with similar interests...the list is long.

Meadow This is what we offer our community:

What We Do

Creating a wildflower
meadow is a wonderful way to
connect with nature and

The Boothbay Region Garden Club supports the community in many ways.

The following are highlights of our collaborative work:
contribute to environmental
* Scholarships for YMCA camperships

conservation. Plus, you'll
enjoy the beauty and .
tranquility of a vibrant,
blooming landscape

Scholarships for college students entering environmental studies

* Beautification of public buildings with window boxes and wreaths

* Planting and maintance of public gardens (e.g. Armillary Garden)

President’s Letter * Activities for residents at the Gregory Wing, St. Andrews Village

The annual Home & Garden Tour fundraiser or our summer

Dear Members, :
alternative, Tea by the Sea

| am looking forward to our
Medomak District Annual Meeting
on Monday, May 4t at Bigelow Labs.
| cannot wait to see old and new

The Holiday Festival annual fundraiser

And it’s the members of the committees who bring about this magic.

friends from all the clubs who make
up the Medomak District. (Bath,
Boothbay Region, Camden,

Please visit this COMMITTEES page to read about all the different
committees and what they are committed to do.

Then read the latest newsletter which spells out which tasks are currently

Friendship, Topsham, Waldoboro,
and Wiscasset) Thanks to the
members who helped get ready for
this fun event.

Our May 13th meeting
program has changed. Cindy Wright
from the Knox-Lincoln Soil & Water
Conservation District will talk about
specific recommendations that will
enhance any landscape
objectives. Creating a wildflower
meadow is a wonderful way to
connect with nature and contribute ‘\
to environmental conservation. Plus, \
you'll enjoy the beauty and
tranquility of a vibrant, blooming
landscape.

At some point, Edgecomb
Eddy Elementary School will need
some support for their raised beds
and fruit trees. | will let you know
when this happens.

Thursday, May 21st at 9am we
will be meeting at the American
Legion Post #36 on Industrial Park
Road to plant our flower boxes.
Bring your gloves and enthusiasm
and we can get over 40 flower boxes
ready, planted and delivered to our
public buildings and non-profits.
Also, we will need a crew to plant the
garden around the Civil War
Monument and the boxes at the
Boothbay Harbor Region Chamber
of Commerce.

Also, weeding season starts in
June, and we will need our teams to
form and let Karen Iliades know who
is working on the teams and who
wants to be the leads.

needed by these committees.

Then think about your own skills and interests and sign up to join a new
committee or project this lovely spring month of May.
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Weeding Teams—Help Needed

Our weeding season for local public areas begins in June. Karen Iliades has
a great team, but needs a few more. Each team handles a different public
space and weeds once a month. She needs one more team leader for the
Armillary Garden (near the Boothbay USPS), and several more volunteers
for all teams. More details to come in June. If you are able to lead or
volunteer, please let Karen know at mimi.iliades@yahoo.com.

Pollinator Week June 22-28

We’re looking ahead to a June event this month because June’s newsletter
will be full of news for our Annual Meeting and our upcoming year. Enjoy
getting a head start on Pollinator Week, held this year from June 22nd to
June 28th. I have not been aware of nor participated in Pollinator Week,
but this year I’'m looking forward to taking advantage of the plethora of
resources hinted at below.

What is Pollinator Week

Pollinator Week began in 2008 by US Senate designation to address the
urgent issue of declining pollinator populations. It is now an international
event promoting bees, birds, butterflies, bats, beetles, moths, wasps, and
flies. You can now find things like plant information, teaching plans for
schools, suggested plants for your area, activities in which you can host and/
or participate, promotional materials, pesticide information, merchandise,

If you were a flower box and so much more at Pollinator Partnership.

sponsor last year and you want to
continue, we have the fertilizer for
you. If you would like to be a flower
box sponsor, please let Karen lliades
know. Flower box sponsors check
their flower boxes at their location
and water, fertilize and check on the
status of the plants in the boxes.
Normally a weekly check will handle
it.

Pollinator Partnership
Pollinator Partnership hosts a website filled to the brim with activities

and resources. So much information exists on the site I don’t know where to
start, so I’ll just highlight some of my favorites.

Each year between February and April, Pollinator Partnership holds a
Pollinator Steward Certification Course which consists of seven sessions

covering topics such as overlooked pollinators, habitat creation, and
identification and monitoring of pollinators. You can submit your email to

be notified about 2027’s course.
There will be workshops

coming up to get ready for the 95th
Annual Meeting and the Summer
event, Tea By The Sea.

Want to try beekeeping or brush up on bees in general? The Resource
Page at their Learning Center is full of sites to provide information to get
you started. While I don’t want to keep bees, I do want to learn more about

bumblebees, the Gentle Giants of the bee world. They are one of my

Hope to see you at the events of this favorite garden sights. I still imagine being the first person to see the

month. extirpated Rusty Patch Bumble Bee return to Maine. You can also access a

Kevin Bowler Bee Identication Guide in the Learning Center.

President : : :
We’ve all seen general lists of pollinator plants on the internet.

Sometimes they are very general and not-so-helpful. Last month I saw a native

e 22-28, 2¢
pollinator plant guide for Alabama that listed Joe Pye Weed, New England Aster, \\“\ <6

and our native goldenrods. Nope...not appropriate for Alabama, but who am I to
criticize internet accuracy? On the contrary, Pollinator Partnership has plant lists
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that are correct and highly specific to your area, taking into account things like soil
type and rainfall, as well as lists that are more general to the area of New England.
The Resources section’s Ecoregional Planting Guides uses your zip code to provide

suggestions based not just on area or climate, but on your particular ecosystem as
categorized by one of 193 ecoregions in the Bailey’s Ecoregions system used by the
US Forest Service. At this point my mind is exploding, but as somebody who loves
data and details, I feel like I’ve entered Garden Analysis Nirvana. Lest I be

Pollinator.0'®

overwhelmed, I can also access friendly and informative Native Pollinator Garden

Recipe Cards to find more general information for New England. I can also use the

Planting Guide for your native pollinator garden NORTHEAST REGION
Use the arrangement below to have a continuous garden - spring, summer, & fall CT, OC, DE, MA, 14D, ME, NH, NJ, Y, PA, RL, VA, VT, WV

Bailey’s category to search for particular plants or bushes
based on soil, etc., using Find Your Roots. Hint: I had to

use Google Chrome to get Find Your Roots to work, and my

zip code is not an option. I could access my information
only by clicking the appropriate area on the map.

Pollinator Partnership’s website is easy to navigate,
despite having what seems like a bottomless bucket of
information. You can find printable brochures, information,
guides, and more. It’s as close to a one-stop-shop for
pollinator-friendly gardening as any site I’ve found and a

P true smorgasbord of information!
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Oh! Pleasant, pleasant were the days,
The time, when, in our childish plays,
My sister Emmeline and I
Together chased the butterfly!

A very hunter did I rush
Upon the prey:—uwith leaps and spring
I followed on from brake to bush;
But she, God love her, feared to brush
The dust from off its wings.

I've watched you now a full half-hour;
Self-poised upon that yellow flower
And, little Butterfly! indeed
I know not if you sleep or feed.
How motionless!—not frozen seas
More motionless! And then
What joy awaits you, when the breeze
Hath found you out among the trees,
And calls you forth again!

“To a Butterfly” William Wordsworth (1801)

NEXT MONTH SNEAK PEAK:

Information about our Annual Meeting and a summer full of activities
are to come!
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