Boothbay Region Garden Club October 2025
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Holiday Festival | New Logo | Pumpkins

Important Dates in Oct

Club News and Information

October’s Program

Sat Oct 4th 1:00 Making Strides
for Breast Cancer Walk | Join apple enthusiast, Ron Ross, for an engaging talk on what it takes to
plan, plant, and ultimately pick apples from your own tree(s). Topics will
include selecting appropriate apple varieties, locating and preparing the site,
Tue Oct 7th Creative Gardening, St | and planting/caring for young trees.
Andrews Village In 2014, Ron and his partner, Fred Kraeuter, began Burnham Cove
Heirloom Orchard in a vacant field across from their Boothbay home on
River Road. Each fi f thei 1 iff
Eri Oct 10th 10:00 Christmas tree 1V.er oad. .ac year a c?w m01je of their 70 apple trees (50. different
deeoing & heritage varieties) are bearing fruit. Ron and Fred also coordinate the Apple
American Legion (see Corps, a dedicated volunteer group, which maintains orchards at Oak Point
President’s Letter) | Farm and Singing Meadows Preserve for the Boothbay Region Land Trust.
Ron has conducted workshops, tours, and talks on everything having to do
Thurs Oct Fall clean-up, with apples
16th Armillary Garden e
New Logo
Eri Oct 17th 4:00 Christmas tree .BRGC s old logo featureq an invasive plant, Rosa rugosa. Don’t
e —— judge it—the very common seaside rose you see up and down the New
American Legion (see England coast was at one time considered a valuable ornamental for
President’s Letter)  anchoring coastal areas due to its salt tolerance. It did its job with far too
much enthusiasm and is now considered an invasive. I dare you—try to kill
Mon Oct 20th 1:00 Tea by the Sea

one—Ilet me know how it goes. I’ve tried, and I don’t appreciate its
requirement for endless killing efforts, like you have to hold it’s hand every
step towards death. It is, however, still very beloved by many people for its
dependability, beauty, and scent. Rarely is an invasive so welcome and yet
so unwelcome. As BRGC technically does not wish for our logo to feature
an invasive, even a favorite one, it has been updated.

Boothbay Region Garden
Club’s new logo (below) is an
expression of life and gardening
in the Boothbay region of
Maine. Three beautiful
lighthouses—Burnt Island light,
Cuckold’s, and Ram Island—
marked sailors’ entry to our
region over the centuries.
Hendrick’s Head Light warned
of rocks on our western border.
Our logo has three
important native wildflowers.

planning meeting,
Rotary Clubhouse

Membership Meeting Oct

Member Tea (Tea Committee:
Bonnie Ginger (chair), Julie
Krug, Elaine Gabrielli, Sherri
Swanson

2:00 Membership Meeting

2:30 Program
Ron Ross teaches us how to
have our own apple trees.
See included article for more
information.

President’s Letter

Dear Members,

Happy Autumn everyone! Don't
forget to come and help beat Breast
Cancer at our Breast Cancer Walk on
Saturday, October 4th at 1Tpm at the
St. Columba’s Church.

We are looking forward to
decorating mini-Christmas trees at
the American Legion on Friday,
October 10th at 10am and Friday,
October 17th at 4pm. We have trees,
lights and decorations. We just need
crafters with their scissors and glue
guns to get these trees ready for the
Veterans at Togus.

Our garden club meeting
program will be Ron Ross, head of
the Apple Core team at the
Boothbay Region Land Trust and a
great resource on fruit trees. Let's
enjoy this informational talk and
presentation.

Our Fall cleanup will be
Thursday, October 16th at the
Armillary Garden. Water and treats
will be available. Bring your gloves,
rakes and clippers.

Cathy Fisher, Karen lliades, Pam
Riml and Sandy Abernathy will be
holding a Tea by the Sea planning
meeting on Monday, October 20th
at 1pm at the Rotary Clubhouse. If

The first is native lupine, also
known as sundial lupine. Maine
is famous for its seasonal show
of lupines. Nearly all are, unfortunately, not the native Lupinus perennis,
which is becoming rare in Maine, but the western lupine. Our native
lupine is the host plant for the endangered Karner Blue Butterfly (Plebejus
samuelis), which is now extinct from our state. Boothbay Region Garden
Club chose the native lupine to call attention to the importance of
reestablishing both it and the Karner Blue Butterfly in our area and
throughout Maine.

Another native wildflower is the red and yellow native Eastern
Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) which is a favorite early bloomer for
hummingbirds and other pollinators...and humans. And our third choice
i1s Rudbeckia, several of which are native to Maine and can be seen in
meadows, gardens, and along our interstates.

Help prepare for February’s Wintersowing Program

In February Deanna Clarkson will present a refresher program focused on
her 2022 program on Wintersowing, a way to easily sow seeds outdoors in
winter—and it works beautifully! Wintersowing’s natural method of
germination has rocketed in popularity enough to earn a dedicated article in
the current issue (#225) of Fine Gardening. It’s especially appropriate for
seeds needing cold stratification (like milkweed) or seeds that have hard
shells (like nasturtium). February’s program will be an abbreviated version
of her original presentation followed by a group hands-on activity.
Containers, soil, and seed will be provided, and you’ll wintersow your own
containers to take home! To this end, it’s important to know what you want
to grow from seed. What do you want in your garden? Please email names
of seeds you’re interested in trying to deannaclarkson@hotmail.com.

BRGC Upcoming Events
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk

Don’t forget that all garden club members, their families, neighbors and
friends are asked join us as we continue the fight against breast cancer. The
details are as follows:
Date: SATURDAY, OCT 4TH AT 1PM (Rain Date Oct Sth, 1 pm)
Place: Start at St. Columbia’s Episcopal Church, 32 Emery Ln,

Penny Lake Preserve
Registration on site before starting the walk.
Donations by check only, made out to American Cancer Society.
Please wear pink clothing, and bring drinking water.

More information can be found here.

GCFEM Fall Conference

The Garden Club Federation of Maine (GCFM) is holding it’s 94th Fall
Conference on Wednesday, Oct 22nd. Travel with some BRGC members to
Snow Pond Center for the Arts at 8 Goldenrod Lane in Sidney. Registration
begins at 8:30. Invasive insects and seasonal flower arranging will be the
topics. To attend you can either pay online at GCFM Fall Conference -
Garden Club or complete and mail the attached registration form.

you want to participate in this new
event, please come and see what it is
all about and how you can help.

Holiday Festival planning is
happening and if you have items to
donate, or can help, let us know.
Bring your donated items to the
October meeting.

We will also be having a
program meeting for next year. If you

have any programs or field trips you
would like to see, please let us know.
New England Garden Clubs Conference

The New England Garden Clubs will have their 9th Annual Meeting in
Rocky Hill, CT, on Oct 14-15. A separate flyer is attached to this email with

more information.
Holiday Festival is Coming!

You can help! L

The Holiday Festival Committee is hoping you'll bring your donations of Christmas or just everyday beautiful ornaments,
dishes, decor, scarves, jewelry or anything we can sell at the Holiday Festival to the October membership meeting. The
shopkeepers appreciate getting your donations early so they can price and plan. It's going to be a fun, festive event. Thank
you for your contributions.

Thank you,
Kevin Bowler
President
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Some of our Holiday Festival shops and how you can help

The Sweet Shop will be "plating" an assortment of cookies on "dinner-sized" china, and using smaller "salad-sized" plates for
fudge, peanut butter cookies, candy, chocolate dipped pretzels, etc. We’ll be having a Cookie Swap on Tuesday, December 2nd at
the Rotary Club from 8 am to 12 noon. There will be a sign up sheet at the October and November meetings for people to sign

up with the type of cookie they plan to bring to avoid duplicates. (Each member will be asked to bring approximately 2-3 dozen of
(1) one of their favorite holiday cookies.). Please be on the lookout for Holiday/Christmas plates, large and small. Christmas tins
could be a possibility, as well, with our clear plastic wrapping around tin, its lid positioned underneath. We'd prefer not using
plastic plates, if at all possible, for a more elegant look......imagine an assortment of small cookies, on a plate, wrapped in clear
plastic and tied with a beautiful bow! What a presentation! There are other delicious suggestions for the Sweet Shop as well: Pies,
Whoopie Pies, Fudge, any kind of Candy, Pound Cakes, Chocolate Dipped Pretzels, Trail Mixes, Fruitcake, Scones, Muffins,
Banana Bread, Pumpkin Bread, Zucchini Bread, Scandinavian Almond Cakes, Homemade Jams and Jellies, even Sourdough
Bread. We don't have a way of keeping/refrigerating any "perishable" desserts, like cheesecake, Lemon Meringue Pie, Cream Pies,
etc. Signup sheets will be made available at the Oct and Nov BRGC meetings for helping out in the Sweet Shop during the
Festival:

Friday shifts: 9-11; 11-1; 1-3; 3-4

This website has a plethora of good Christmas Cookie recipes.

Saturday Shifts: 9-11; 11-1; 1-3; 3-5 clean-up help

Comfort & Joy is looking for volunteers to help take down the shop at the end of the festival. We'd also appreciate any donations
including jewelry, holiday pillows, tree skirts and table runners. Additionally we are seeking new
warm fluffy cabin socks, gloves , scarves and hats.

Deck the Halls— In the past at the Opera House the shop was called 'Table and Mantle.” We sell
anything that goes on the table or on the mantle as well as Christmas items and gifts. We need all of
those things this year. I would be happy to pick up donations if anyone happens to be cleaning out
their attic or dining room. We are all set for volunteers. If anyone would like to donate items they can
text or call Julie Krug at (707) 564-9403.

Nature’s Gifts creates crafts with natural things. We work with sea glass, shells, driftwood, feathers,
pinecones and many other materials to sell at the Holiday Festival. These three photos show some
charming gifts already created for the shop. Check your email for future dates when you can join
other members in making crafts with provided materials.
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Gift Baskets—We create gift baskets with various themes. We create wonderful gifts for all events, not only for Christmas. We
are looking for new items that could part of a basket or a “stand alone” gift. We also need more baskets, all sizes, and containers.
Our imaginations run wild and we create useful and “fun baskets,” so please check your gift closets, kitchens and even your pantry
for items. All will be appreciated. If possible, please bring them to the October 8th meeting. A big thank you to the members who
have already contributed items. If you would like to create a basket, work at the shop or have any questions, please contact Sandy
Abernathy.

Member (Dear Hubby) Highlight—Pumpkins!

Karen Jellison

Karen Jellison is married to a Gardener Extraordinaire when it comes to pumpkins. JJ Jellison doesn’t just plant seedlings and let
Mother Nature take over. He nurtures them with love, and sheets, from May to September (see photo) When cooler weather hits
blankets replace the sheets. Of the six he started with, two survived. One is named Vera, which is explained below. One is over
600 Ibs! These pumpkins were moved on Sept 28th, a feat of engineering in itself, and will stay in Boothbay Harbor. The most
surprising fact is not their size, but that JJ is only in his second year growing them. In my mind he is Valedictorian of his
gardening class. What an amazing accomplishment!

Debbie Snyder

Don Snyder, Gardener Extraordinaire husband of Debbie Snyder, has also grown huge pumpkins. Pumpkins produce many more
male blossoms than female, so he hand pollinates them to ensure fruit. As they grow, he removes all pumpkins from a vine but the
healthiest one. In August, he covers it with a tarp “igloo” to prevent premature ripening. His first summer yielded a 512 whopper,
and the second a 612 Godzilla pumpkin. Godzilla was accepted for the Damariscotta Pumpkin Festival. We have another
Valedictorian! (Godzilla was bestowed on his pumpkin by A New Leaf, not by Don himself. It does fit.)

BRGC commends both for their excellence and vigilance.

Vera serves as a fun chair for Little Pumpkin Vera, a
true cutie pie, shown with her parents.

JJ Jellison moving his two pumpkins to
Boothbay Harbor.

JJ Jellison protects his
pumpkins with a sheet.

Don (left) and Debbie Snyder (middle)
with their 612 pound pumpkin.

Don Snyder’s Godzilla at the Damariscotta
Pumpkin Festival.

Don Snyder’s “igloo” ready for a tarp
to prevent premature ripening.
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We’re not going to dignify them by naming them out loud. We have all been persecuted this
year. Indeed, The Unnamed even got one of JJ Jellison’s maturing pumpkins. I know we love
green gardens, but can’t just a few not-green blooms survive their marauding? All we have left
is green now. On a more serious note, if the number of deer vs the food supply is at such an
imbalance as we see now, a tough winter might be ahead for them. In the meantime, this photo
sums up how it seems The Unnamed are celebrating after devouring everything in sight.

“I would rather sit on a pumpkin and have it all to myself
than be crowded on a velvet cushion.”

Henry David Thoreau (and Little Pumpkin Vera)

NEXT MONTH SNEAK PEAK:
Next month during our membership meeting we all get to decorate trees
for the Holiday Festival, supplies provided. If you’ve never attended, it
is a fun and lively day. In case any donations of supplies are needed, an
email will be sent. Then the Holiday Festival arrives on December 5th
and 6th, with the 4th as a set-up day.



https://boothbayregiongardenclub.org/making-strides-against-breast-cancer-walk/
https://www.mainegardenclubs.org/event/gcfm-fall-conference/
https://www.mainegardenclubs.org/event/gcfm-fall-conference/
https://flouronmyface.com/cookie-exchange-recipes/
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