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President's Letter

After a very busy summer, fall and Holiday Festival, I'm ready for the
quiet time of winter to “recharge” my batteries. | will be looking
forward to our 2023 gardening year.

| will be “gardening” in the learning mode. Camden Garden Club
presents a winter series, on Zoom, of programs via the Camden
Library. I've enjoyed these in the past. See their website at
Camdengardenclub.org.

There are also fun Zoom presentations by NGC

at nationalgardenclubs.org and CMBG has President

. . Gloria Wakefield
many on-line programs throughout the winter 994-392-0476
to keep us “gardening” as well at gt el @gnrel e
mainegardens.org. Vice-President

. . Irene Fowle
In our own backyards, specifically for Maine 633-9792
gardeners, our GCFM Horticulture newsletter ~ oWles0@gmail.com
will be coming to us each month with lots of Recording Secretary
. . . Deanna Clarkson

proven gardening advice and ideas. 603-502-1851

deannaclarkson@hotmail.com

We're very much looking forward to the GCFM
June Convention being held in Boothbay this TErETET
year. It will be fun to show our lovely Sandra Abernathy

) . 633-0392
peninsula and our beautiful member gardens.  sandrao718@gmail.com

Wishing you a happy and healthy winter R e S

season. Melissa Thornton
. 633-6566
Gloria boldcolorlife@gmail.com


http://camdengardenclub.org/
http://nationalgardenclubs.org/
http://mainegardens.org/

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT

Winter is here. We must prepare for our Spring projects:
flower boxes for the Community, maintenance of the
Memorial Gardens and Civil War Memorial, thinking of our
possible plantings for the 2023 Conventlon and other
possible projects. :

Our planning has become more
difficult since the Boothbay
Region Greenhouse has closed
its doors. Historically, we
purchased our annuals, potting
soil, and fertilizer from them
for the flower boxes and
Memorial gardens. And our
Christmas Tree contact stopped working with us, so we
needed to find a new source.

We have contacted other local greenhouses for help with
our annuals, fertilizer and potting soils. We look forward to
working with these new :
contacts and hopefully we
will find new friends.

If you have any thoughts or
projects for the upcoming
Spring and year, let us know.

Kevin Bowler and Karen
Iliades Co-chairs




GARDEN THERAPY

Garden Therapy could not help
decorate small pumpkins in
October due to an outbreak of
Covid, but supplies were
delivered to Jerie.
November, however was a
great activity where the thin
wooden cutouts were painted
by the residents using
pompoms glued to popsicle
sticks. Each had a plate of paint
colors to dob color on
pumpkins, leaves, and acorns
and each had a string attached
to hang the finished item in a
window or on a door.

Everyone had FUN. There will
be no program in December,
but we hope to return in
January with bird feeders
pending no flu or Covid
outbreak.

Jane Homer




COMMITTEE AND PROJECT UPDATES
HOSPITALITY

New Tea Hosting Information
January 2023 - June 2023

General Changes to Tea Committee for the remainder of this term
‘Tea and refreshments will be served from 12:30- 1 PM as people arrive

-China teacups and glasses will no longer be used, eliminating the extensive
clean up and use of the dishwasher

-‘Biodegradable cups and plates will be used

‘Members will be asked to bring their own cups and plates to the garbage as
they leave the meeting

‘Refreshments will be simplified to

-2 People - 5 sandwiches cut into quarters (20 pieces each person)
-2 People - Finger Desserts (NO FORKS) (20 pieces each person)

-1 person Grape clusters - cut into small clumps

-1 person brings flower arrangement for center of table

‘Food will be provided by Garden Club March, July, and August

Set up when we are doing TEA

Tea and refreshments will be served at 12:30 - (committee arrives at 11:30 AM
and plan to stay until 3 PM)

-2 plastic Table clothes on conference table covered by lace tablecloths and 2
flowered squares (triangles).

‘Use napkins in bins in closet.
-‘Use biodegradable cups and plates in the bins in closet.

‘Use Silver Tea set in closet : Large silver tray, Tea Pot, sugar bowl, creamer,
bowl for fake sugar, and 2nd large silver tea tray for water/punch.

‘Heat enough water for 4 carafes of water.

‘Immediately fill Silver Tea Pot with hot water and fill 3 white plastic carafes
with hot water and 5 tea bags, let steep for 10 minutes, take out tea bags and
squeeze, close lids tight, put them on the side counter in conference room, be
ready to fill silver tea pot with the tea at 12:20.
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HOSPITALITY
Clean up for New Tea Set Up
-Set up a garbage pail and container to dump liquid at back of room

‘Members will be asked to bring their plates and cups to the garbage on their
way out.

‘Take off tablecloths

‘Take down tables

-Sweep floor

‘Make sure anything used in kitchen is wiped down
‘Take garbage to the dump

-‘Dishwasher will not need to be used!!!

Feb 2023 - Potluck Social provided by Volunteer Members, 6 round tables
set up with plastic clothes. 2 Long tables on right for the food. Plastic Table
clothes.NO TEA SERVED Ask members to bring flower arrangements for the
tables.

‘Biodegradable plates, utensils. Cups
-‘Lemon Water only will be provided.
‘Napkins in bins to be used up.

March2023 - Veggies to Table - Traditional Tea Set Up- Tea Sandwiches,
Desserts, Hot Tea, and Lemon Water

Tea and refreshments will be served at 12:30 -

April 2023 - Conley’s Intro Presentation (10 Min) Flowers for Fun in a
Teacup to be provided by Garden Club /Traditional Tea Set Up- Tea
Sandwiches, Desserts, Hot Tea, and Lemon Water

Tea and refreshments will be served at 12:30 -

May 2023 -Getting to Know Our Club (Committee chairs speak about the
committee and encourage sign up. Sign up for H&GT) Traditional Tea Set
Up:

Tea and refreshments will be served at 12:30 - 1:00

June - Annual Meeting at Yacht Club- at May meeting members are
encouraged to sign up to bring flower arrangements for the tables.

Co-Chairs: Abbie Shaw and Elaine Gabrielli
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE

The Program Committee is having fun planning for the New Year. Can you
believe it is 2023? We had a fun trip to Victoria Mansion in December
followed by lunch at the Royal River Grill. | bl

We had so much fun we want to try more outings. Please let Irene know if
you have any suggestions atifowle50@gmail.com.

Our February program is the annual potluck luncheon, no program, just a
time to visit and catch up with one another. Then in March the amazing
Grow-to-Donate farm, "Veggies to Table”, will talk to us about their work
targeting food Insecurity in our region. They have a very interesting
model for maximizing veggie output from their gardens. They also grow
flowers to donate along with their vegetables, believing feeding one’s soul
with beauty from the garden is important too.

In May we are starting a new program of visiting a members garden once
monthly in the summer. The first one is planned for an afternoon
“Cocktails in the Greenhouse” at Melissa Thornton'’s beautiful property,
planned for May 21st at 4pm. More details to follow, but please let Irene
know if you'd like to host a garden visit from club members this summer.
Typically it is about 10-12 members and remember...we all love weeds.
They are interesting plants too.

Contact Irene at ifowle50@gmail.com to have your garden added to this
monthly social event.

The Program Committee will be meeting again in January, time TBA.Let
Irene know if you would like to be part of the fun. We would love your
suggestions and recommendations.

Irene Fowle, Committee Chair
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PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Activities in the 4th quarter were focused on generating publicity for the
annual Holiday Festival.The primary target, of course, was the Boothbay
Register and we were very fortunate to get great coverage leading up to
and following the Holiday Festival. Our local paper is down to one
reporter - Lisa Kristoff - but she was happy to interview our Holiday
Festival Co-Chairs - Carole McCarthy and Kevin Bower - for a wonderful
article in the paper leading up to the Festival. Lisa also published a nice
follow up article on how great our festival was and how much she enjoyed
attending. In addition, we ran a 6” X 6” ad in the Register in the November
24 and December 1 issues. The Register also published a nice follow up
article and | wrote to thank the community for their support and for
making the Festival such a great success.

The Holiday Festival was also publicized in the following outlets leading
up to the event:

‘The Boothbay Harbor Chamber of Commerce
(www.boothbayharbor.com); The Portland Herald; Down East Magazine's
website; Kennebec Journal/Morning Sentinel (www.centralmaine.com);
Lincoln County News; The Forecaster; Garden Club Federation of Maine
Newsletter; Camden Garden Club Newsletter

In addition, we ran an ad for the Festival at the Harbor Theater during the
fourth quarter.

Lisa Kristoff also covered and wrote a great article on the Club’s wreath
laying ceremony at the Blue Star Memorial and we had an article about
Deanna Clarkson'’s talk on winter seedling germination in the Register.

I'll be spending the next few weeks thinking about and putting together a
plan for publicizing our Home and Garden Tour on July 21st, 2023!

David Applegate, Chair


http://www.boothbayharbor.com
http://www.centralmaine.com

/‘ A MAKING STRIDES DAMARISCOTTA WALK

‘ ‘ OCTOBER 2022

. Once again, our Club sponsored a Team in the Making Strides
\ Against Breast Cancer Walk in Damariscotta on Sunday, October
23rd.

So many of us and others we know have been touched by breast cancer, so we
continue to fight and contribute to find a cure for this disease.

We welcome all Garden Club members, their families and friends to join us in this
hopeful and important event.

Some Garden Club members joined the team and walked the
non-competitive three-mile course...it was a wonderful time of fellowship.

Others made a personal donation or
gathered donations from family and
friends. ANY and ALL contributions were
GREATLY appreciated.

It was great to see you there on
October 23rd. Brigitte Smith, Team Leader
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

We welcome two new members to the
Boothbay Region Garden Club:
Sue Aleman and Susan Noble.

Contact information is available in
membership updates.

HOME AND GARDEN TOUR 2023

Our Home and Garden Tour committee is excited that we have 4 homes
and two gardens for the July 21, 2023 tour. We are currently working on
finding buses and getting information about the houses for our tickets. We
will also welcome any ideas for fundraising, etc. We are very excited about
next year'’s tour!

Co- Chairs: Julie Krug Ann Marie Mahoney Ida Lancaster



2022 brought a chance to reclaim our Winter fundraiser. It was decided to
have the fundraiser at the St. Columba'’s Episcopal Church for a change of
venue. Our shop keepers from previous years took the challenge and
created wonderful items for their shops. New this year were the gift baskets
by Sandy Abernathy, Irene Gerny and Elaine Gabrielli. Such wonderful
baskets for all types of holiday presents.

Irene Fowle, Debbie Moorefield, Carole
McCarthy, Melissa Thornton and others
decorated small Christmas trees with
themes such as Mahjong, Puzzle tree,
Cookies, Pets, United with Ukraine and

many more.

j—— Garden club members thank you for
© " donating so many Dinner's Ready items.



Sandra Seifert and her many volunteers had wonderful sweets in the Sweet
Shop. Nature's Gifts Shop by Abbie Shaw, Gloria Wakefield, Vanda Yonge,
Bonnie Ginger, and their volunteers had
wonderful bird feeders and other

‘| | natural decorations.

Ly
- ;f‘

Table and Mantle’s Mimi O’'Neill, Sue
Hochstein, and their volunteers ‘
dressed up their Shop with winter B ’
greens and beautiful place settings.

o

~ Etcetera’s Shop by Brigitte Smith and

W Cathy Fisher enticed customers with their
Christmas decorations and jewelry
offerings.

Za : _'I.'-‘__ o
Kevin Bowler supervised wreath
sales throughout the Festival.




And happy volunteers took care of setup,
parking, shuttles, and cleanup.

Our Winter fundraiser was a blast, and we
were successful in our endeavors to raise
enough money to fund our scholarships,

civic development projects, as well as our
other future projects.

g
F
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A big THANK YOU to all who volunteered time to create wonderful items,
help with the setup and cleanup of the event, those who cooked for
Dinner’s Ready and Sweet Shop, and those creative minds who thought
up all the wonderful creations. And finally, a wonderful Thank You to St.
Columba'’s Church for their help and cooperation in making our
fundraiser a huge success.

Co-chairs Carole McCarthy and Kevin Bowler

| just want to sincerely thank everyone who took the time to cook and freeze
dinners for our second Dinner's Ready sale! Visitors to our Holiday Festival
loved the idea. Some folks remembered the sale from last year and even
requested the same meals. Others, new to the idea, came right up to the table
and asked "So how does this work?" and ended up purchasing one or more
dinners themselves. In all, we sold over 60 dinners! Thank you for making
this such a success!

GARDEN CLUB COOKBOOK!!

| have started to receive a number of awesome recipes from members for our
BRGC cookbook! Thank you!!! My ultimate goal is to have at least one recipe
(more are welcome) from each club member. There is one important caveat:
since our book will be published for sale, and thereby
copyrighted in itself, we cannot include recipes taken
directly from another copyrighted cookbook. However, if
you have a favorite recipe originally published elsewhere
but have adapted/changed it for your own use, you can
write that up and submit it with your name on it and that
will be fine. I'm so looking forward to seeing what
additional recipes come in!
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