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Past President's Letter

| have just a few words to say as my term of president draws to an imminent
close.l wanted to use words like it's been a privilege and an honor, which, indeed
it has, but even those big important-sounding words seem trivial in light of what
these two years have meant to me. So, in rather small words, | will simply say
thank you for trusting me with the leadership of this incredible club, and thank
you all for your support and kindness (and for laughing at my jokes). Despite the
pandemic, we have, together, managed to make some positive changes in our

monthly meeting schedule, to update our bylaws and to
carry on throughout a couple of very tough years. You
are all amazing and you all are what makes this club
work so well to fulfill its many community service and
environmental endeavors. | have truly enjoyed these two
years, and I'm a bit sad they are coming to an end, but |
know | am leaving you in good hands as our new
president steps in to take the helm. And, if someone asks
you to consider serving as Vice President, in anticipation
of becoming President,
please give it serious il
consideration
because

it is an incredible
experience.

Linda Bonin
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President's Letter

Thank you all who braved the heat and attended our 90th birthday garden party &
installation of our officers. A very special thank you to everyone who made it such a
wonderful day. The flower arrangements were beautiful, the sandwiches & desserts
were delicious. We enjoyed a very festive day, with balloons too.

| am truly honored to have this opportunity to serve our club as your president. For
those who do not yet know me, | will tell you about myself. | am a Florida transplant
who, after vacationing here for many years, found that the quality of life that
Boothbay has to offer is how my husband and | want to live at this point in our lives.
In my professional career, | have a BS in Health Information Administration from the
Medical University of South Carolina. For 5 years, | was on the cutting edge of the
electronic medical record implementation at Mayo Clinic Florida and | spent 10 years
of my career as a national consultant, implementing electronic medical records. My
volunteer activities include CMBG's Butterfly House, new membership with St.
Andrews Auxiliary and an eight year membership with the National Breast Cancer
Coalition where | work as a breast cancer research advocate. My husband, Stan, is a
retired naval officer. He serves on the board of the Boothbay Land Trust and is a land
steward for Lobster Cove Meadow preserve.

During my 22 years as a Navy wife, we traveled our country & Europe and | was very
fortunate to have the opportunity to visit many beautiful gardens. | am forever a
“Garden Tourist” who enjoys taking trips to see beautiful gardens and | am very
happy to have CMBG in my own community to enjoy. Courtesy of the Wiscasset
Garden Club, myself & three other club members visited Martha Stewart’s gardens at
her home in Seal Harbor.

We have a variety of programs this summer that will teach, inspire and entertain us.
In July we will learn how to increase our use of native plants in our home gardens and
landscapes; in August we will enjoy a presentation of the beauty & maintenance of
our Boothbay Country Club gardens and in September we will expand our knowledge
of Flower Design.

I'm excited to enter our 90th year with you. | welcome your input and your ideas on
all levels. Please let me know of your personal garden club achievements and your

involvement in community projects. BRGC is a very successful club because we all

know that it takes every one of us working together to be successful.

| look forward to serving you and accomplishing our many community activities that
are both fun and rewarding experiences for all of us.

Gloria Wakefield, President



Installation of Officers at the
BRGC's 90th Birthday Annual meeting

Past President and Director Mimi O'Neill conducted the Installation of
Officers for the 2021-2023 term.

Each was asked in turn : "Are you prepared to faithfully execute the duties of
the office to which you have been elected?" Each in turn answered with an
emphatic YES! Sandy Abernathy returns as Treasurer, Sandra Leonard will
serve as Recording Secretary, Irene Fowle will serve as Vice President and
Gloria Wakefield will serve as President. Outgoing President Linda Bonin and
outgoing Recording Secretary Irene Gerny will serve as the two new
Directors.




We celebrated our 90th birthday as a
Garden Club, our wonderful outgoing
President and Recording Secretary,
our new officers, our Past Presidents,
our fabulous, highly committed and
involved group, our freedom to
gather safely without masks...and
anything else we could think of!




CIVIC DEVELOPMENT

Civic Development continues to have
Weeding Teams for our gardens.
Many members signed up on the
sheet for these teams. Team 1 had
quite a few people sign up. That's
great, but the other teams ,especially
Team 3 and 4 need more members.
Members please look at the list and
consider switching where needed.

Civic Development would like to see
the planting of the window boxes
and the planting of the Armillary
Garden on separate weeks next year.
The planting this past May of the
window boxes on a Monday was well
attended. However, only 5 people
came to help on the following
Thursday to help with the Armillary
Garden planting. Maybe a week's rest
was necessary!

HOME and GARDEN TOUR:

This tour is on the schedule for
Friday, July, 16. 2022 Thankfully, all
of the home owners who agreed to
have their homes on the tour, which
was cancelled twice, have told us
they are still on board the July 2022
date. Many of these lovely homes
have guest houses which makes for a
really great tour!

Pat McMurry, Linda Redman, Becky
Singer and Irene Gerny




FLOWERS FOR FUN

Our July meeting will feature
"SEASONAL SENSATIONS".

Let's have fun creating an
arrangement suitable for a picnic,
with emphasis on a container
suitable for outdoor use. Use only
fresh vegetation.

So get your creative juices flowing
and bring your creation to the
meeting by 11:45!

GARDEN THERAPY

Garden Therapy Volunteers who
have been Lincoln Health volunteers
for a while and have done their extra
paperwork are allowed to work with
residents of the Gregory Wing. On
June 7th, the plan was for them to
plant their 21 window boxes with a
variety of flowering plants OUTSIDE
enjoying the warm sunshine.
However, the day was hot and the
air quality was poor so the planting
took place INSIDE ! Great fun was
had by all and the mission was
accomplished....now they are
watching the flowers grow outside,
dead-heading and watering.



HOSPITALITY

We are very pleased to be back at St. Columba's after 15 months. St. Columba’s has
asked that we not serve food at this time, so bring a small individual snack, if
desired. Our tea committee is currently on hold until March 2022. When we are
again permitted to serve food, our Hospitality chairs will contact our tea
committees as assigned in our yearbook.

We will not hold the Southport Yacht Club social event this year.

MEMBERSHIP

1. We welcomed Karen at our Annual Meeting: Karen Jellison (Mrs. James) 33 Oak
Hill Road Trevett, 04571 978-979-7367 email:krn_jellison@yahoo.com

Karen was the Secretary, Historian and provided PR for her garden club in Salem,
MA.

She is interested in PR for BRGC
2. Brigitte Smith has a new phone number for your records: CELL: (207) 504-7155.

3. Bettina Bepler attended our Annual meeting. She was a prior member of the
Garden Club of America, Darien, CT (1982-2002) and a member of City Garden

Club, New York City (2002-2012) and is interested in Civic Development, Flower
Design and Conservation.

Summer Address: Mid May to Mid September

PO Box 534 33 Roads End Boothbay Harbor, 04538

Winter Address: Mid September to Mid May
2660 Connecticut Avenue NW Unit 5C Washington, DC 20008 203-613-9599

Email:tinabepler1@gmail.com

A big thank you to Sandra Seifert, who, as promised, continues to maintain the
children's pollinator garden we created at the Southport Memorial Library with
the students from the Southport Central School. Sandra puts the garden to bed
in the fall, rejuvenates it in spring, and weeds and waters it throughout the
summer. Together we recently completed the annual chore of mulching it.

Moving forward, | have initiated efforts to post-COVIDIy rekindle our ongoing
educational projects with the Boothbay Elementary School. Stay tuned on that
front.

Linda Bonin, Chair, Youth Committee



Sandy Abernathy has been a member of the Boothbay Region
Garden Club for many years and has served the club in many
capacities. She is one of those people, who, when entrusted with {$ §
any given job, can be counted on to do it right, reliably,

conscientiously and with integrity. She cares deeply about this
organization. She has worked tirelessly as co-chair of our giant
Festival of Trees fund raiser and as co-chair of our membership

is the main reason for this award. Because of Sandy's careful
attention to detail for the past, present and future financial
stability of this club, we have been able to make it through a
pandemic in which three major fund raisers had to be canceled. -l =
We have been able to continue our student (R - - % ke
scholarship support and fulfill all of our
other financial commitments.

Thank you, Sandy, for helping us
through this!

Medomak District ANNUAL
AWARDS presented to two
BRGC members

Judy Burgess is a longtime member of the Boothbay Region
Garden Club and was president when | joined the club 8 years
ago. She reigned with a kind and gentle manner that made
newcomers like myself feel welcomed and safe. She currently
chairs our horticulture committee, sharing tips and new infor-
mation with us, but the focus of this award is her work as our
corresponding secretary. Judy reaches out to members who
are ill, grieving a loss, or simply warranting praise and thanks
for a job well done. Her warmth and kindness flow from pen
to paper as she always finds just the right words to share.
Thank you, Judy, for being the voice of this club's most heart-
felt sentiments!




Medomak District's New Director: LINDA REDMAN

Hello!! I'm Linda Redman. Most of you know me as a member of our garden club
and part of many of our club activities. Our club belongs to the Medomak District
that includes not only our club but also the Bath Garden Club, the Topsham
Garden Club, the Garden Club of Wiscasset and the Camden Garden Club. Our
new President, Gloria Wakefield and our new Vice President, Irene Fowle are an
integral part of our District board as are the Presidents and Vice Presidents of the
other clubs in the District. It is a perfect opportunity to share ideas and to build
community!

| am your new Medomak District Director. You may be thinking “what does that
have to do with us?” Well, 'm hoping to make you more aware of what the District
can do for all of you as a liaison between our club and the state organization....the
Garden Club Federation of Maine .... better known as GCFM. My efforts as District
Director are “Building Community” and showing not only what the district can do
for each of you but what you would like the District to do for you. [I'll be doing a
lot of asking that question and listening for your input.

Show and Grow is new GCFM president Harriet Robinson's two year project to visit
gardens and have informational sessions in each district over her term. Our
district, Medomalk, is first. On June 30 (rain date July 1) all of GCFM was invited
to Pam Allen's garden, Oak Lodge, in Nobleboro. The garden was open from 10
until 3, with lecture/ demonstrations at 11 and at 1. The
horticulture topic, given by Pam herself, was on growing
hosta. The design demonstration, led by Sandy
Leonard, showed how to use garden grown and wild
plants in arrangements in mason jars.

Gloria Wakefield's comments were: As a “garden tourist”
| very much enjoyed the Medomak district Show and
Grow event at Pam Allen’s home gardens in Nobleboro.
Her many garden venues were welcoming retreats
which made the most of shady, heavily treed spaces
rimed with forests. She has “cottages” that provide a
children’s playhouse, garden tool storage, greenhouse, a
lovely screened room and even a sleeping cottage. The
pergola wine garden was especially inviting too.




From the “Unconventional Convention”
President’s Project-Harriet Robinson 2021-2023 “Show and Grow”

Over two seasons, a garden in each district will be the setting for a workshop on horticulture and
a workshop on floral design. Each garden was selected because it is owned by a GCFM member,
it is large enough to sustain a long visit and it is located in a place that would not normally be on
a GCFM convention tour. You may attend simply to enjoy the garden or you may want to learn at
one or both of the lectures. Come for a quick look or bring a lawn chair and a picnic and prepare
to spend the day with other GCFM members from around the state. A $10 donation per person
at each garden will fund the program. There will be no pre-registration. Let's keep this simple,
informative and fun.

In 2021 we will visit Medomak, Piscataqua and Stroudwater districts. In 2022 it will be the time
for gardens in Kennebec, Penobscot and St. Croix Districts. Every GCFM member may attend any
one of the open gardens throughout the state. However, by bringing programming into districts,
it is hoped that many members will take advantage of wider opportunities that are available
through GCFM.

The design demonstration at each garden will be led by Sandy Leonard. She will use garden
and/or wild plant material to create arrangements in mason jars. These give-away containers can
be a challenge to use, so Sandy will give tips. Some gardeners are reluctant to cut anything from
their gardens and some floral designers head to a flower shop for plant materials. This
demonstration will be geared to both groups to make them comfortable about using what is at
hand. The plant palette changes through the season so attending this demonstration multiple
times will continue to give new ideas.

The horticultural lecture varies at each location. Each topic
has been chosen by the garden owner. This summer we will &3
learn about hostas, designing garden rooms and hydrangeas.

Show and Grow, GCFM President’s Project, 2021
Open Gardens for GCFM members with optional workshops

June 30, Pam Allen Oak Hill Lodge,

raindate July 1 41 Bayview Road,
Moblaboro

July 22, Katy Gannan- Highbury Farm,

raindate July 23 Janslle 20 Twin Ponds Drive,
Falmauth

August 25, Cynthia Hosmer | Brave Boal Harbor Farm,

rain date August 110 Raynes Neck Road,

26, York,

Suggested 510 donation payable at the gardens. Gardens open 10 AM=—3 PM. Lectures)

demonstrations at 11 Abd and 1 PR Feed free to bring a lawn chair and a picaic lunch.

Use the sddresses lor the gardens to find them an s mag of with GPS.
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