@ The Trumpet

BOOTHBAY REGION GARDEN CLUB NEWSLETTER

NOTICE FROM THE PRESIDENT: We will resume our regular monthly membership
meetings on July 8th at noon! We will meet outdoors in the Armillary Garden. Please bring
a lawn chair, wear a mask, and we will sit a safe distance from each other. We will NOT be
having our light luncheon at this meeting, so please grab a bite to eat before you come.
We WILL have a speaker system set up so everyone can hear what is going on. There is no

rain date: if it is actively raining, consider the meeting cancelled.

President's Letter

This last quarter of our "Getting to Know You!" year has indeed
been different, strange, concerning, and somewhat isolating.
However, despite the challenges of COVID-19, you have shown
incredible resourcefulness and determination. You have
managed to get cleanup, planting and maintenance done on the
public gardens we take care of. You have planted window boxes
for our public buildings. You have continued with Garden
Therapy, planting vertical gardens the residents of St. Andrews
can enjoy. And those of you on the Board of Directors brought
your masks and lawn chairs to the Armillary Garden so we could
take care of garden club business outdoors in the fresh air while
keeping a social distance. You have done it all safely and
effectively! You are amazing!

We will slowly inch forward as best we can to safely continue
garden club activities. As you can see from the note above (and
the notice we sent out), we plan to have our first membership
meeting of this new garden club year outdoors. Social distancing
will be key. We will notify all of you about future meetings on a
month by month basis as public health issues evolve, and,
hopefully, resolve. Your health is the top priority and we will
follow all CDC guidelines closely, as well as the directives of our
governor. | am so looking forward to seeing you all!

Sincerely,

Linda Bonin BRGC President
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DATES TO

REMEMBER

PLEASE NOTE those items that are
still To Be Determined (TBD):

SAVE THE DATES:
10/27 GCFM Fall Conference Augusta, ME TBD

2020 DATES TO REMEMBER:

7/6,13,20,27 9:00 Weeding Teams Boothbay
Memorial Park

7/7 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village
7/8 10:30 Board Meeting Armillary Garden
7/8 NOON General Meeting Armillary Garden
8/3,10,17,24,31 9:00 Weeding Teams Boothbay
Memorial Park

8/4 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village

8/12 10:30 Board Meeting Location TBD

8/12 12:00 General Meeting Location TBD
8/21 BRGC Happy Hour TBD
9/1 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village

9/7,14,21,28 9:00 Weeding Teams Boothbay
Memorial Park

9/9 10:30 Board Meeting Location TBD
9/9 12:00 General Meeting Location TBD
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COMMITTEE AND
PROJECT UPDATES

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT

The Armillary Garden is playing an
important part in our adjustment to the
COVID-19 pandemic, so we highlight its
history here. Thanks to Pat McMurry and

Linda Redman
A HISTORY OF THE ARMILLARY GARDEN
WITHIN THE BOOTHBAY MEMORIAL
GARDEN

After the purchase of the land now known as
the Memorial Garden in Boothbay by the
Boothbay Civic Association in 1995, an effort,
spearheaded by Chet Riddell, was started to
raise funds for an armillary. He had seen a
much smaller version at the Lincoln Academy
and thought it would fit nicely into the BCA's
beautification project. With donated funds,
Peter Brown's design and construction,
Douglas Harley's welding, and Mike
Tomacelli's machine shop, the armillary was
completed. An old schooner anchor,
weighing a thousand pounds, was purchased
in Massachusetts and cut in half to form the
top and bottom of the armillary. Funds for
the armillary were generously donated by
family and friends in memory of Henry G.
Dube, and the garden was dedicated to him.

The garden around the armillary became
difficult to maintain.Henry Dube’s wife, Jean,
had been taking care of it without much help,
and the Civic Association was unable to
maintain it.Pat Farrin, a Boothbay general
contractor who was always civic minded and
eager to assist with his talents for



landscaping, saw the need to do something
to sustain and improve this garden. He
thought that the Boothbay Region Garden
Club might be of possible help.He called me,
Pat McMurry, the new president of the
garden club, to meet with him and discuss
the possibility of the club’s being involved in
caring for this garden.We met and discussed
possibilities for to improving this area.Pat
offered his help and told us that Cathy Conn,
a local landscaper with whom he worked,
would be willing to work on this project as
well.Together, they would give of their time
and talents toward restoring this garden.|
became excited about getting the garden club
involved in the beautification of this area.The
club had already created the Butterfly Garden
which lies on the east side of the Memorial
Garden, so they were familiar with the area.

| presented the possibility of the garden
club’s taking over the maintenance of the
garden from the Civic Association, and they
were enthusiastic about it. Following their
approval, | met with Cathy Conn, and the two
of us addressed the Association to discuss
our ideas.Cathy had already drawn up a plan
for the entire Boothbay Memorial Garden
dated March 12, 2006.1 still have a copy of the
plan.

At the Civic Association meeting, Cathy
presented her plan, and | presented the idea
of our garden club’s becoming involved.They
had one very important question for me and
that was “How do you plan to take care of
it?"This had been a real issue for the
association.That needed an immediate
answer, and | wasn't certain at the time how
we would do so, but | assured them that a
club of our size would be able to handle
it.They voted to have us look after the garden
and donated $1.000 to help us do so. Pat
Farrin began preparing the planting area
below and around the armillary.Cathy helped

the club with a design for planting tulips and
daffodils for the upcoming spring.The club
was ready to get to work.

Thinking of how the club could maintain the
garden, | came up with a plan that | thought
would work.We would have four teams and
each team would meet on one of the
Mondays of each month to plant, weed,
dead-head the flowers, and whatever else
needed to be done.Linda Redman and Penny
Thumith were appointed chairs of the
Armillary Garden Committee. Because we
needed more funds for the garden | applied
for a grant, with the help of Claire Hunt, from
the National Garden Club.We were awarded
$350.

As time went on, the armillary needed to be
repainted.Peter Brown took care of that, and
Pat Farrin repositioned the armillary, raising it
higher inside the garden around it. We later
became more independent in taking care of
the garden, and Pat Farrin went on to other
things.But he continued his support with soil,
mulch, sidewalk work, and anything that was
needed for many years.He and Cathy Conn
were made honorary members of our garden
club for their role in improving and enlarging
the garden.

The Memorial Garden was later deeded to
the town of Boothbay.The Town Manager,
John Anderson, was also a friend of the
garden club. In fact, he had a picture of the
new Armillary Garden on the cover of the
Town Report of 2006.The club was further
honored by another picture on the back of
the report as we celebrated the 75th
anniversary of the garden club at the gazebo
on the Boothbay Common.

Our club also has the responsibility to
maintain the Civil War Monument, right
across the street from the Armillary Garden.
We still work to maintain these gardens, as
well as the garden around the gazebo on the
Common.For many years there was no way
to water the Civil War Monument Garden



without carrying buckets of water across the
street from the Memorial Garden.l approached
John Anderson about the idea of our having a
water source on the monument grounds.To my
surprise, he directed the installation of the
water line under the street from the Memorial
Garden to the Monument!We had water!lt
certainly made life easier for all of us!

The garden club has been true to its
commitment of caring for the Armillary
Garden.As we all are growing older, gardening
has become more difficult for many of our
members, and some have had to give up their
help in physically maintaining the gardens.
This has made it difficult to have enough
people to help us out each week at the
gardens.l am happy to say that recently
several new members with undamaged body
parts have joined in our weekly weeding
sessions!We are now back where we started
with enthusiasm and pride eleven years ago
when we made our commitment to help
beautify our surrounding area.

Pat McMurry August 1, 2017

GARDEN THERAPY

Garden Therapy was able to provide
colorful plants for the vertical window
boxes on the patio of the Gregory Wing.
Vanda, Shelly, Nan and Jane filled the
21 boxes with soil on Monday while
several residents watched from inside.
Tuesday, 7 of us planted petunias,
marigolds, impatiens, geraniums,
strawberries and lettuce again while
residents viewed from inside. Today it
is reported the plants are thriving and
being enjoyed by all. Thanks to Jane
Homer

The first photo is Vanda and Shelley filling boxes with
soil.

The second photo is Pat and Abbie planting flowers on
Day 2.

And the third photo is Nan, Joanne and Pat, also
planting on Day 2.




SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarship Update from students
receiving awards this year

In their own words
From Meghan Oakes
Goucher College, 2020 graduate:

Thank you so much.lIt still hasn't really
hit me yet that I've fully graduated.|
appreciate everything the Garden
Club members have done for me
throughout my time in undergrad.|
plan on attending graduate school to
obtain my masters in the upcoming
year.|l will hopefully be continuing my
education in Geochemistry.Thank you
again and please pass my thanks on
to the members.

From Mackenzie Colby
Eckerd College, 2020 graduate:

Thank you very much! | have really
appreciated the support from the
Garden Club throughout my
undergrad career. | have no solid
plans for the future yet; however, it is
my intent to attend graduate school in
1-2 years for Conservation Biology.
Thank you again to everyone for
giving me the scholarship. It truly
made a difference for me!

From Duncan Drapeau
Clark University, rising senior:

Thanks so much for all your support
in the past few years. | will be looking

to attend Clark University again for
my senior year, majoring in
Environmental Science and minoring
in International Development. There, |
will continue to participate in the
varsity tennis program. Also, | am now
officially applied to partake in the
accelerated fifth year masters
program offered there. That means |
will be taking two grad level classes
per semester starting in the fall, and
then will complete my masters degree
in Environmental Science and Policy in
one year after my senior year. Since
there is a strong chance that classes
will be taught online next semester, |
am also looking to possibly apply for
an internship in Worcester where I'll
be living. Ideally, this will with one of
the land trusts in the area. Good luck
to you and the Garden Club going
forward! Thanks to Jane Lunt

FLOWERS FOR FUN

The theme for “Flowers for Fun” for this year
is “Quality Quantities”. Our first
arrangement, LARGE, will be at the July
meeting. Please bring a
container/arrangement on a grand scale to
make a statement - not a centerpiece.
Materials optional.

The August meeting will be "Simple
Elegance". Bring your most elegant
container. Some flowers will be provided
and please bring flowers and greens from
your garden to share. We will vote for the
favorite creation. Let's make it FUN!!!

Thanks to Carol Lingard



NEWSLETTER

Here's the first invitation | sent to our
Garden Club members last month: "in

the spirit of our annual theme, "Getting to
Know You", we're inviting all members to
send a picture or two and a short
paragraph about what you are doing in
your garden and out in Nature that is giving
you joy and keeping your spirits up during
this strange period in our history."

Thank you to so many members for
your wonderful responses!

Here they are:

First, daydream thru gardening books...find
plants not on diet for deer...dig up roots of
Rosa Ragosa put in by original owners
(ush)...fill sedan truck several times over
with butterfly bushes, marigolds, alyssum
and mulch...then finally
dig-plant-water-mulch and admire, All a bit
bothersome on the back, but beautiful for
the spirits! Mimi O’Neill

My roots date back to many generations of
farmers so digging in the dirt came
naturally when | moved to BBH
permanently 5 years ago and bought a
home on the Harbor with a tiered lawn

down to the water. The first phase of new
gardens came with a meditation garden
after finding a beautiful millstone at the
Maine Plant Show.

Along with the millstone, | found a
beautiful teak peanut bench and a
Buddha...this was the start of a fun project
with the help of my friend, Mike Perry, a
landscape architect who was so much fun
to work with and let me incorporate my
suggestions along with his design. It's been
the perfect place to have my morning tea
among the chorus of the many birds and
scampering of squirrels and chipmunks.
Gardening has certainly been "my happy
place" here in the Village. Who said we
were having a pandemic?!?!? Vanda Yonge
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We spent several weeks taking a prefab
shed and transforming it into my
“she-shed” that I named Lupine Cottage.l
now have a place to keep all my gardening
supplies, etc. & a place to enjoy nature and
a cup of tea. Gloria Wakefield

Our front door area last year...as it was
when we bought it 2 years ago

The same space after we put in a new door
(unpainted) and colonial gardens in the last
3 weeks! Gay Chatham

Before:

Elp o




GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Who isn't getting older? You, me and our
gardens too! Starting last year, we began
to notice that our 20 year old garden was
getting more than a bit overwhelming;
spreading, dying, “rangy”. As we live
surrounded by woods, unwanted mosses
and weeds started creeping in AGAIN,
faster than we could manage. Perennials
took on a life of their own as well. So far,
this is year 2 project of a re-arranging,
splitting, and give-aways (they aren't
children as we've heard before). Thisis a
continuation of that project and hopefully
nearing its' end, but then, the weeds don't
know that! Irene Gerny

After finishing a taxing indoor winter home
improvement project, it was exciting to get
outdoors and work in the gardens. |
repurposed some old 6"x6" garden timbers
and created about 60 feet of new gardens
around the back perimeter of our house.l
filled them by transplanting numerous
perennials | had poorly placed in a different
spot, which has now become our first
dedicated vegetable garden! But our best
spring experience has been raising our new
baby goats, and so those are the photos
I've included here. In the first, Rosie is
having dinner while Annie waits her turn; in
the second, little Elliot has brought me a
weed! Linda Bonin



We moved to Maine and Barter’s Island in
June of 2018, .Recently we have added two
new special features. The first is a walkway
path that was on an unwalkable hill to an
existing bench that overlooks a tidal cove of
the Sheepscot River. | am delighted to be
landscaping the pathway this year. The
second item is two raised beds put in the
only sunny area of my property for my
vegetable garden. Both were done by FNA
Enterprises and | am thrilled with their
work and the final results! Jo Moser

Two things | can grow - walking onions so
named because they flop over and the little
bulblets plant themselves. Left to their
own devices they would walk all over the
garden. They taste sort of like shallots.
And chives, so easy. Sue Hochstein




Proves you don't need a big car to go crazy
buying plants. Sue Hochstein

My garden changes all the time, and
flowers and colors rotate. | have been busy
weeding, dividing my perennials, and
tending to my vegetable garden: green
beans, cucumbers, lettuce and tomatoes.
Everything is growing well, including the
garlic and herbs, but where is the rain??
Let's hope it comes soon! Brigitte Smith




GETTING TO KNOW YOU

This was the summer | was going to really
start working on my garden. However,
everything ran late. My garden's raised
beds finally got built. Good thing I already
started growing herbs and veggies in
smaller containers! My rock garden is just
being started.Gardening always makes me
happy. Pam Kush

Just a few pics of my garden in this amazing
weather. Abbie Shaw




While most people were out getting their
gardens in shape, | was busy sewing
masks. | made about 200 for family,
friends, neighbors, community
organizations and Garden Club members.
If any of you need a mask or two or three,
just let me know. Alice Schambra

In anticipation of the honor of being part of

the Home and Garden tour this summer, |
was grateful to have time to spiff up the
gardens and bring some long term dream

projects to fruition...and they have certainly

kept me busy and sane during these times!

First, | mapped and cleared out the North
and South Enchanted Trails and set up my
antique RR crossing sign. Then | added to
the Fairy Walk and the Forest Bathing sites,
so there are many reasons to take a
woodland walk here. And then | designed
and built the Labyrinth, for meditation and
serene river views. If you click on these
links, you can see more pictures and read
the stories. Melissa Thornton



http://boldcolorlife.com/spring.htm
http://boldcolorlife.com/fairywalk.htm
http://boldcolorlife.com/fairywalk.htm
http://boldcolorlife.com/forestbathing.htm
http://boldcolorlife.com/forestbathing.htm
http://boldcolorlife.com/forestbathing.htm
http://boldcolorlife.com/labyrinthbcl.htm

Here's the second invitation | sent to Abbie Shaw
our Garden Club members last month:

"We'd like to invite you to make

Snow on the Mountain

Bachelor Buttons
appointments with other Garden Club Lily of the Valley

members to view each other's
gardens...from a socially healthy distance,
of course. So, if you're interested in inviting
Garden Club members to see your lovely
gardens, just send me your contact
information (email address and phone
number) and I'll add it to the newsletter.
Then those who would like to see your
gardens will reach out to you, and you can
schedule a time that works for you both.
No entertaining is needed....it's a chance to
get out and see each other's (and Mother
Nature's) awesome creations."

And here are the members who are
willing to share their gardens (and
their contacts):

Gay Chatham 252- 370-6341

Irene Gerny 633-5052/
igerny431@gmail.com.

Carole McCarthy
633-2888/crmccarthy20@hotmail.com

Jo Moser
847-691-1122/jomoser55@gmail.com

Alice Mutch 410-353-3861

Mimi and Anthony O'Neill 633-3642
aroneill58@gmail.com

Melissa Thornton 633-6566
boldcolorlife@gmail.com Sue Hochstein

Husk cherries (ground cherries) Good little
snacks.

And here are the members who are
willing to share PLANTS!! MANY THANKS, EVERYONE!!!
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