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BOOTHBAY REGION GARDEN CLUB NEWSLETTER

President's Letter

As always, it has been a busy fall for the BRGC! In October, Alice Mutch gave
the club an inspiring presentation full of practical landscaping tips, including
thinking about a color scheme, what feeling you want to bring to your garden,

and even the use of a blow torch for killing patio weeds!
Brigitte Smith once again chaired the club's
participation in the Strides for Cancer walk, raising
money for breast cancer research. And several of us
attended the GCFM Fall Conference in Augusta. In
November, Linda Redman, the GCFM Blue Star Marker
Chair, gave a meaningful presentation at the laying of
the wreath ceremony at Boothbay Harbor's Blue Star
Marker. At the membership meeting, club members
decorated the wreaths which are donated to our
municipal buildings, and created holiday themed tray
table favors for Meals on Wheels and eldercare resident
recipients. We all enjoyed a scrumptious homemade
soup, bread and sweets luncheon. And then began a
marathon of workshops as the club elves intensified
their preparations for December's annual

Festival of Trees. This event is always awe-inspiring, fun,
and exciting! An account by the chairs, Sandy Abernathy
and Sandy Leonard, will be included.

| want to extend a sincere thank you not only to all
members mentioned here, but to every single club
member who, in their own way, in their own niche,
makes this such a grand organization. You all make this
a unique and special club, and | feel proud and
fortunate to be part of it. Linda Bonin, BRGC President
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HOLIDAY SPIRIT at the

NOVEMBER MEETING

NOTE TIME CHANGES:

Board meetings will begin at 10:30am at St.
Andrews Village

General meetings will begin at noon at St.
Columba's Church

SAVE THE DATES:

1/8, 1/29, 2/19, 3/4 11:00am Flower Design with
Susan Hodder at BB Region Greenhouse

3/26-29 MAINE FLOWER SHOW, Thompson
Point, Portland

4/1 GCFM Award Deadline
5/4 Medomak District Meeting, BRGC hosts

6/16-17 Garden Club Federation of Maine
Convention, Bar Harbor

2020 DATES TO REMEMBER:
1/8 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village

1/8, 1/29, 2/19, 3/4 11:00am Flower Design with
Susan Hodder at BB Region Greenhouse Call Carol
Lingard 633-2565

No Board or General Meeting in January

2/4 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village

2/12 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Vill
Arts and Crafts Room

2/12 NOON Getting to Know You General
Meeting Potluck St Columba’s

3/3 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village

3/11 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Vill
Arts and Crafts Room

3/11 NOON General Meeting St Columba’'s




2019
FESTIVAL
OF TREES

AGREAT SUCCESS!

The volume of support
this year for our
Festival of Trees

exceeded any previous

year and is a

tremendous tribute to

this wonderful
community and all the
garden club members.

Congratulations and

thank you for your hard
work in supporting this

year’s festival!

The community businesses
and individuals contributed
once again with wonderfully
decorated trees and other
Silent Auction items such as
paintings, gift cards and
more. The local youth made
tree ornaments that were
given to deserving families
along with trees and lights.
The four festival “shops™
The Sweet Shop, On Table
and Mantel, ETC, and
Nature’s Gifts were once
again filled with so much
for our visitors to purchase.
Thanks to all those who
helped with the shops.

The reception was
delightful with delicious
donated appetizers.

he United States Coast
Guard, Boothbay Harbor
once again was on hand
both Thursday and Sunday.
They are a tremendous
help.

The Festival Committee is
looking forward to the 2020
Festival of Trees with your
help again. A full listing of
all those from the
community was in the
Boothbay Register article
written by Linda Bonin.

Sincere and heartfelt
thanks, Sandy Abernathy
and Sandra Leonard,
Co-Chairs

and Kathleen Marty,
Consultant



EACH
COMPONENT
OF THE FOT

AGREAT SUCCESS!

A sincere thank you to all
our members who
contributed to Nature’s
Gifts. We were able to sell
a variety of unique gifts
including lovely wreaths,
ornaments, the ever
popular peanut butter
birdhouses, the peanut
butter bird feeder logs, the
boxwoods, the kokedamas
& many more. We will
begin our 2020 workshops
in May, more information
to follow. We welcome and
thank all who would like to
join us at our workshops
and/or make their
contributions to Natures



COMMITTEEAND PROJECT UPDATES

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT

In December the Civic Development
committee provided Christmas
wreaths for all the public buildings in
the area and for the Boothbay Harbor
Region Chamber of Commerce and St.
Andrews Village. The committee felt
that the Chamber and the Village were
well deserving of the wreaths. We use
the Chamber for selling Home and
Garden Tour tickets and as a meeting
place occasionally, and the Village
provides a place for us to hold our
Board meetings. This year we
purchased 48 wreaths for the garden
club members to decorate and
distribute! At this point in time many
can still be seen hanging on the
buildings!

At the last board meeting Linda
Redman shared with us the plans for
recognizing and celebrating the 100th
year of women's suffrage in Maine.
Throughout the state, garden clubs will
be planting daffodils for this spring’s
celebration. In our area there will be
daffodils planted at the Southport and
Boothbay Town Halls, and signs will be
made to explain the significance of the
daffodils. Linda has also purchased
daffodil pins to wear this spring as a
reminder of this mighty historical
event for women.

The Civic Development committee
thanks all the members who helped to
decorate and deliver all the wreaths
throughout the community. Now,
when the soil is frozen we can think of
spring and the blankets of daffodils
which remind us of the progress that
women have made for equal rights in
our country!

Pat McMurry Linda Redman
Becky Singer




GARDEN THERAPY

October-December

Garden Therapy has been busy
leading traditional activities as well as
new ones. Abbie Shaw lead the
pumpkin decorating in October. St.
Andrews Village provided 40-50 small
pumpkins and the Garden Therapy
ladies came with stick on faces, hats,
ribbons, and leaves to assist the
residents in making the pumpkins
come alive.

The “December project” was done at
the regular November Garden club
meeting with lots of members helping
to create tray favors for all who
receive Meals on Wheels and the
residents at Boothbay Green. The
small trees are created with artificial
greens and decorated with bells,
bows, holly berries, small ornaments,
and colorful balls.

November was planned and directed
by Nan Jackson. The residents were
given small flat bottomed shopping
bags and a piece of oasis to fill the
bottom. Fall artificial flowers and
leaves were passed out and each
person arranged a colorful “basket”.
Thanksgiving stickers were used to
decorate the bags. For those who
finished quickly, Nan provided puzzles
and word searches using words
relating to Thanksgiving.




HOSPITALITY
Upcoming Tea Committee information:

1) There is no General Meeting in January, therefore no Tea Committee
this month

2) February 12th, 2020 is the Potluck Meeting at St Columba's Church,
along with a General Meeting

The Potluck Committee is: Flowers: Karen lliades Food Committee:
Carole Zalucky and Nancy Prisk to help/assist Abbie Shaw with setting
up and the cleanup afterwards. ***Please bring a copy of your recipe
so that others may take a photo

3) March 11, 2020 General Meeting Flowers: Susan Whitehouse

Tea Committee Chair: Alice Mutch Committee members: Irene Fowle,
Annette Stormont, Melissa Thornton, Jane Homer

2020 Flower Design Classes

Come join the fun and learn new flower design techniques with classes at the
Boothbay Region Greenhouses. Classes will be at 11:00am on Wednesdays with Susan
Hodder as instructor.

Classes will be held on: January 8 January 29 February 19 March 4

It is always nice to have fresh flowers when snow covers our gardens. Members new
to the club this year are entitled to one free class at the expense of the club. Please
reach the Greenhouses to get a price for each class.

To reserve your place or more information, % \
contact:

Carol Lingard 207-633-2565
clingard@roadrunner.com




YOUTH EDUCATION

Youth Committee Report:

Our youth program is alive and well. In
October | had the incredible privilege of
reading the NGC children's book, "The
Saved Seed," by Brenda Moore, to Jessica
Lessner's kindergarten classes at the
Boothbay Region Elementary School. For
the purpose, | dressed in my pumpkin
costume, and the kids were excited to have
a pumpkin visit them. One of them said |
looked pretty silly and | agreed with her,
acknowledging that Hallowe'en is a pretty
silly day. Having just started school the
previous month, they were an incredibly
well behaved group, listening to every word
of this rhyming tale and looking at the
pictures to find the narrator, a small
pumpkin seed with a cute face. At the
conclusion, one of the kids spontaneously
jumped up and gave me a hug! When |
asked if there were any questions, almost
all of the kids raised their hands, and as |

called on them they each said, simply, "I
LIKE this book!" They were so interested
that | donated a copy of the book to the
classroom so they could re-read it and get a
closer look at the pictures. | look forward to
seeing them all again in the spring when |
get to help them learn about the
importance of pollinators and then plant a
garden to attract them!

Linda Bonin, Chair, Youth Committee




OTHER MEETINGS and
INFORMATION

MARCH

MAINE FLOWER SHOW, THOMPSON POINT,
PORTLAND, MARCH 26-29

Theme is: A Cascade of Color
Tickets: Premiere Night (March 25) $50.00
Show Tickets: General Admission $22.00
Seniors $17.00

Veterans $12.00 (March 27th only)
Veterans Appreciation Day

Buy online or at Garden Centers - Parking
and Shuttle services included in price of
ticket.

APRIL
GCFM AWARD DEADLINE IS APRIL 1st 2020

Committee chairmen please review the list
of GCFM awards for clubs and work with
Linda Bonin to apply. It is only a 3 page
electronic application including photos
which are very helpful. Questions please
contact Kathleen Marty, GCFM State Awards
Chairman.

MAY

MEDOMAK DISTRICT MEETING MAY 4th,
BOOTHBAY IS HOST CLUB

JUNE

GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION OF MAINE
89th CONVENTION, JUNE 16-17, 2020

THE ATALNTIC OCEANSIDE HOTEL, BAR
HARBOR

The registration form will be in the January
GCFM newsletter and also on front page of
the GCFM website. January you can book
your rooms at the Atlantic Oceanside Hotel.
Be sure to ask for the Convention rate for
the hotel.

GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION OF MAINE
NEWSLETTER???

Do you receive the electronic GCFM
newsletter? It is offered to every garden club
member. Sign up at the GCFM website and it
will be sent to your email. Be sure to mark it

as a safe sender to your address book.
Questions? Ask Kathleen

Save your white elephant items and bring to

April general meeting. Club members will be

needed to volunteer for this special meeting.
Contact Linda Bonin with questions.
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