
NOTICE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  Due t o concerns about  t he spread of  COVID-19, 
our  Apr i l  8t h Board of  Direct ors and m em bership m eet ings are cancelled.  I 
will be so sorry to miss Linda Redman's presentation as she is such a dynamic and 
knowledgeable speaker, but we'll hope to reschedule for a future  meeting. In the 
meantime, please do everything you can to stay healthy!

President's Letter
Happy Spring to 
all you awesome 
gardeners out 
there!! Yes, it 's 
finally here, and 
now that we all 
have to stay 
home and not 
socialize for a 
bit, I'll bet your 
gardens will be 
even more amazing than usual this year!! 

On Monday, May 4th, our club was set to host the 
Medomak District Annual Meeting at the Coastal Maine 
Botanical Gardens, but the event has been cancelled due 
to health concerns with COVID-19. We have been invited 
to take our turn hosting next year, on May 3rd, 2021, and 
we have confirmed that we will do so. The CMBG has 
confirmed as well. I would like to sincerely thank those 
who signed up to help this year, for agreeing to help 
when our turn resurfaces in 2021. Next year 's program 
will hopefully be almost exactly what had been planned 
for 2020 and will definitely be something to look forward 
to.

Pr esident
Linda Bonin   
518-281-3727             
mommybonin@gmail.com

1st  Vi ce-Pr esident    
Glor ia Wakefield
904-392-0476
gr wakefield49@gmail.com

2nd Vice-Pr esident
Ir ene Fow le
633-9792
ifow le50@gmail.com

Recor ding Secr etar y
Ir ene Gerny
633-5052
igerny@gw i.net

Tr easur er
Sandra Abernathy
633-0392
sandra0718@gmail.com

Newslet ter  Edi tor
Melissa Thornton
633-6566
boldcolor l i fe@gmail.com

APRIL 
2020 The Trumpet
BOOTHBAY REGION GARDEN CLUB NEWSLETTER     



No additional future BRGC meetings 
are cancelled at this time; however, the 
health and safety of our members is a 
top priority and you will all be notified 
of any cancellations as we move 
forward.  In the meantime, I wish you 
all a positive outlook, a bit of time 
spent on those pesky home chores you 
thought you didn't have time for, 
continued communication from a 
distance with friends and family, and a 
look forward to the days when we can 
meet up again in person and perhaps 
share a hug or two.

Linda Bonin, BRGC President
______________________________

 GARDEN TOURS & More:

May 9 ?Garden Club of Wiscasset Plant 
Sale-CANCELLED

June 6 ? Topsham Plant Sale

June 6 ? Gorham Garden Club Plant Sale

July 16 ? Camden Garden Club

July 17 -Boothbay Region Home & Garden 
Tour

July 18 ? Cape Elizabeth Garden Tour

July 25 ? Mt Desert Garden Day

PLEASE NOTE CANCELLATIONS:
Apr i l  8 Boar d m eet ing and Gener al  Meet ing 
May 4 Medom ak  Dist r i ct  Meet ing, Boothbay, 
Maine
June 16-17 Gar den Club Feder at i on of  Maine 
Convent ion, Bar  Harbor , Maine   See Ar ticle 
_________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATES:  

4/1 GCFM Awar d Deadl i ne

10/13-14 New England Gar den Clubs Annual  
Meet ing, Vi l lage by the Sea, Wells, Maine

10/27 GCFM Fal l  Confer ence, Augusta, Maine
________________________________________

2020 DATES TO REMEMBER:

5/5  11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Vi l lage

5/13  10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Vi l l
                    Ar ts and Crafts Room

5/13 NOON General Meeting St Columba's

5/18 10:00 Spr ing Planting Boothbay Common
                    Plant Window  Boxes

5/21 9:00 Spr ing Planting Armi l lar y Garden

6/1,8,15,22,29 9:00 Weeding Teams Boothbay 
                                  Memor ial Park

6/2 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Vi l lage

6/9 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Vi l l
                Ar ts and Crafts Room

6/10 11:00 Annual Meeting St Andrews Vi l l  Main 
                 Dining Room

6/16-17 GCFM Convention, Bar  Harbor  
CANCELLED

         

DATES TO

REMEMBER



CIVIC DEVELOPMENT

Hello to All and to All a Happy Spring!

Everyone has had a good rest from the 
gardens for the past few months, and if 
you are like most gardeners, you?re ready 
to get the shovel out and get started 
again. We had a nice warm day last week, 
and it made the desire to be in the 
garden even more enticing.

We were going to have our usual SPRING 
CLEANUP at the Armillary Garden on April 
18th, but the Coronavirus threat 
interfered with those plans too. However, 
Spring Cleanup for the Memorial Garden 
has been done!!  Many thanks to Conley?s 
for doing a beautiful job of clean-up of all 
our gardens in these uncertain times.  We 
can be thankful that our club is able to 
help keep their employees working.

____________________________

This part of the letter is a litt le premature, 
but we do not have another newsletter 
going out prior to the following dates.

So, please remember that in May we will 
be preparing our window boxes to 
distribute among the Boothbay area 
public buildings. Please put Monday, May 
18 on your calendar to help us fill our 
window boxes at the Gazebo at 10:00 am. 
The more of you that come, the faster the 
planting goes.Plus, it is fun to get 
together with our garden club friends.

The following Thursday, May 21at 9:00 
am, we will move to the Armillary Garden 
to plant our annuals around the 
perimeter of the garden.

This goes very fast, especially when there 
are many of us planting.Please put this 
date on your calendars as well!

In the meantime, we will look forward to 
seeing our garden club snow birds 
returning to our beautiful Boothbay area 
and to our club events!

Civic Development Chairs:

Pat McMurry, Linda Redman, Becky 
Singer
_______________________________________

            Daffodils! Daffodils! Daffodils!

If you see them in your gardens or gardens 
throughout our state, it is a reminder of the 
Maine Suffragette?s  movement 100 years 
ago.  The daffodil was the symbol they 
adopted as it signified rebirth, renewal and  
new beginnings.   
Happy Birthday and thanks to the Maine 
women who worked so hard 100 years ago to 
give us the right to vote.    SO VOTE!!!!

COMMITTEE AND PROJECT UPDATES



GARDEN THERAPY 

Kudos for  t he Garden Club
Late in February Connie Bright, 
LincolnHealth Director of Volunteers, 
informed us that the theme for the 
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon would 
be ?Volunteers plant the seed of 
kindness? and they would highlight 
garden therapy for the publicity.
Sandra Seifert and several others 
worked together to write the history 
from 2005 to the present.Connie Bright 
will interview our current group for our 
thoughts and feelings as to why we 
volunteer.

JANUARY: 

Peanuts, cranberries and snowmen

FEBRUARY: Love!!

MARCH: 

Lots of green ribbons

       Getting to know you, Nan Jackson!



 JULY 8t h MEETING 2020

TEA FLOWERS Flowers for Fun

TEA COMMITTEE Dawn Burgoyne (Tea Chair)

Brigitte Smith, Mary Gevaudan, Sally Giantris, Deanna Clarkson, Ellie Bowden, Patti 
Gillies

AUGUST 12t h MEETING 2020

TEA FLOWERS Susan Whitehouse

TEA COMMITTEE Barbara Widmayer (Tea Chair)

Rosanne Bourassa, Danielle Scruton, Gay Chatham, Sharon Rofe, Lorrie Richardson, 
Gail Morrison

AUGUST 28t h ANNUAL SYC SOCIAL 2020

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS: Janet Brennan and Sandra Leonard

Abbie Shaw, Susan Stapleton, Sanda rSeifert setting up event

SEPTEMBER 9t h MEETING 2020

TEA FLOWERS Jane Reynolds

TEA COMMITTEE GailNassif (Tea Chair)

Joanne Samuels, Anne Cataldo, Brenda Collins, Evelyn Shahan, Sallie Hemingway, 
Margaret Schutrumpf,

OCTOBER 14t h MEETING 2020

TEA FLOWERS Flowers for Fun

TEA COMMITTEE Sarah Giles (Tea Chair)

Jo Moser, Cathy Fisher, Penny Thumith, Annette Stormont,

Lee Nisbet

NOVEMBER 11t h MEETING 2020

TEA COMMITTEE Abbie Shaw, Susan Stapleton, Sandra Seifert

HOSPITALITY 2020



FEBRUARY 10t h POTLUCK 2021

TEA FLOWERS Debbie Graves

TEA COMMITTEE Carole McCarthy and Sandra Seifert are co-chairs

Vanda Yonge

MARCH 10t h MEETING 2021

TEA FLOWERS Barbara Leonard

TEA COMMITTEE Pam Kush (Tea Chair) Nancy Prisk, Jane Homer, Joy Ward, Alice 
Mutch

APRIL 14t h MEETING 2021

TEA FLOWERS Flowers for Fun

TEA COMMITTEE Judy Milinowski (Tea Chair)

Rose Marie Kreppein, Karen Iliades, Leslie Jackson, Nan Jackson

MAY 12t h MEETING 2021

TEA FLOWERS Tracy Robinson

TEA COMMITTEE Shelly Maher (Tea Chair)

Jane Johnston, Jan van Hasselt, 
Debbie Moorefield, Becky Singer

?SUB LIST? for  HOSPITALITY TEA 
COMMITTEES

HOSPITALITY 2021

WINTER: SUMMER:

Judy 
Burgess

Irene 
Fowle

Jennifer 
Brown

Pat 
Schubert

Irene 
Gerny

Karen 
Gilbert

Alice 
Schambra

Nancy 
Renzi

Margaret 
Holden

Linda 
Redman

Jean 
Hamilton

Patricia 
Renfro

Sandra 
Leonard

Robin 
Jordan

Polly 
Gibson

Laura 
Zajdel

Jane 
Lunt

Carole 
Zalucky

Annemarie 
Kurzius

Linda 
Bonin

Mimi 
O?Neill

Linda 
Bonin

Carol 
Hulse

Claire 
Tomlin



  MEMBERSHIP

We welcome two new members to the 
Boothbay  Region Garden Club:

Linda Letsch
Karen Reilly

Membership: 113

_________________________________

IN MEMORIAM-Sandy Gil lespie

Sandy Gillespie was a long time Boothbay 
Region Garden Club member, who is no 

longer with us except for the lovely plants 
she shared with many of us over the years.   
She was one of the first members to share 
flowers from her garden with me.  My very 
favorite ones were the Barth double yellow 
( and delightfully fragrant ) Daylilies and the 

beautiful double Bloodroot.   They hold a 
special place in my garden as her memory 

will in my heart.

Linda Redman



 NATURE'S GIFTS

Let  your  creat ive side blossom ; 
discover  a new sk il l ; com e t o enjoy 

t he com pany of  your  fel low  
m em bers.

All are welcom e and we hope you 
w il l  join us for  fel lowship and fun 

craf t ing.

 

 
Sign up sheet s w il l  be at  our  

m eet ings.
Thank you t o our  host s for  shar ing 

your  hom es w it h us.

WORKSHOP 
DATES

HOSTS LOCATIONS

MAY 7 Vanda Yonge 141 Atlantic Ave, Boothbay Harbor

MAY 21 Jane Lunt 44 Joppa Rd, Southport

JUN 4 Judy Milinowski 10 Meadow Cove Rd E. Boothbay

JUN18 Pam Kush 29 Highland Ridge Rd Boothbay

JUL 2 Irene Gerny 15 Ledges Drive Trevett

JUL 16 Alice Schambra 556  West Side Rd Trevett

JUL30 Brigitte Smith 197 Steves Rd Boothbay

AUG 6 Carol McCarthy 122 Molly's Point Rd Southport

AUG 20 Carol Lingard 936 Hendricks Hill Rd Southport

SEP 3 Debbie Moorefield 14 River Bend Drive Boothbay

SEP 17 Sue Hochstein 142 Atlantic Ave Boothbay Harbor

OCT 1 Abbie Shaw YMCA

OCT 15 Melissa Thornton 802 Back River Rd Boothbay

OCT 29 Abbie Shaw 59 West Street Boothbay Harbor

NOV Linda Redman Southport Town Hall Southport



 YOUTH EDUCATION

 Youth Committee Report:  

Our youth pollinator program is 
scheduled to continue this year with 
new incoming students at the 
Boothbay Region Elementary School.  
I'm also working on expanding the 
program to involve youth at the 
Boothbay Harbor Library.  This 
educational project has been 
well-received by enthusiastic 
youngsters who, even at the earliest 
ages, are able to grasp and 
understand the issues of our 
dwindling populations of pollinators.  
They enjoy helping as they plant 
flowering perennials which attract and 
nurture our pollinating insects.

_______________________________________

 Our children's garden at the 
Southport Memorial Library is 
flourishing and attracting large 
numbers of butterfies and bees! If you 
are interested in helping with this 
exciting program, please contact me 
atmommybonin@gmail.com

Linda Bonin, Youth Program Chair

___________________________________________

THIS NEWSLETTER, THE BOOTHBAY 
REGION GARDEN CLUB TRUMPET, 
NOW LINKS TO THE BOOTHBAY 
REGION GARDEN CLUB WEBSITE... 
AND THE BOOTHBAY REGION 
GARDEN CLUB WEBSITE LINKS TO 
THIS NEWSLETTER!! 
SO YOU HAVE EASY ACCESS TO CLUB 
INFORMATION IN TWO DIFFERENT 
PLACES. ENJOY!

https://www.boothbayregiongardenclub.org/
https://www.boothbayregiongardenclub.org/
https://www.boothbayregiongardenclub.org/
https://www.boothbayregiongardenclub.org/
https://www.boothbayregiongardenclub.org/
https://www.boothbayregiongardenclub.org/


TIME TO GET YOUR RESERVATION IN FOR THE GCFM 
ANNUAL 2020 CONVENTION

2020 Annual Garden Club Federation of Maine (GCFM) state convention will 
be held June 16 - 17 at The Atlantic Oceanside Hotel, Bar Harbor, Maine.

Registration form is on the GCFM website.Deadline for  room  reservat ion 
is May 15t h . Be sure to mention GCFM convention when asking for the 
group rate. Deadline for  Convent ion regist rat ion is June 3rd, 
Post m arked by May 20, 2020. Late fees apply after June 3rd.

Monday, June 15th Early registration and State & National Member 
reception from 5 ? 6:15pm

Registration begins Tuesday, June 16 at 8am. The day will be filled with the 
Garden Tour, Vendors, Raffles, Silent Auction, several special walks, cocktail 
hour and dinner with Keynote Speaker Roger Swain.

Wednesday, June 17 this is the annual membership meeting, Awards 
presentations and luncheon program with Rodney Eason, Land & Garden 
Preserve, CEO.

Garden Tour is special this year.Please be sure to see sign up following the 
procedures on the registration form.

Get your hotel reservations early before rooms are sold out.

Detailed convention information will also be on the next GCFM 
newsletter.Do you receive one? If not ask Kathleen. The Registration form is 
on the GCFM website www.mainegardenclubs.org  and printed ones will be 
available at the upcoming club meetings. There are NO registrations at the 
door. Any questions please ask Kathleen Marty.

http://www.mainegardenclubs.org


FESTIVAL OF TREES 2020
The theme for 2020 is ?JINGLE ALL 
THE WAY?, December 4, 5, 6 at the 
Opera House.Thursday, Dec. 3 is set 
up day.

As the year progresses there will be 
lots of opportunity to sign up as a 
volunteer: craft making, live 
arrangements, holiday goodies, gift 
wrapping, set up, breakdown, selling 
raffle tickets and hostesses during 
the Festival.

As a club member there will be 
opportunities to donate in many 
ways. Mantle and Table shop will 
have a new name this year: ?AT 
HOME?, with expanded items for 
sale.Anything and everything for the 
kitchen, dining room, patio, living 
room, TV/den, and bathrooms. Think 
decorations, pottery, candles, serving 
trays, and others. Carole McCarthy, 
Sue Hochstein and Mimi O?Neill will 
continue as shop keepers. Contact 
them with items and/or questions.

Nature?s Gifts Craft workshops have 
started, contact Abbie Shaw or see 
chart in this newsletter as to where 
and what time.

ETC will be looking for donations, 

especially Christmas items, as they 
sell very well. Contact Brigitte Smith, 
Debbie Graves

Santa?s Sweet Shop lead by Sandra 
Seifert will be needing lots of baked 
goods again.

The Theme tree will highlight the 
Festival ?Jingle All the Way? theme. 
Volunteers will be needed.

If you are spring cleaning and have 
things to give away please think of 
the Festival. One very important part 
of the Festival is Christmas trees with 
lights and ornaments to local 
deserving families. We used to be 
able to purchase artificial trees after 
Christmas at a very low cost, but that 
is becoming increasingly difficult.If 
you have a gently used Christmas 
tree 3?, 4?, 5? you won?t be using, 
please donate it to Linda 
Redman.The tree needs to be in a 
box or wrapped up to safe guard it.If 
it has lights please be sure they are 
working. We purchase live trees but 
also need the artificial trees.

The 2019 Festival was a great success 
AGAIN! Thanks for all your work and 
support. Sandy Abernathy can be 
contacted if you have any questions 

about the 2020 Festival. 
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