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BOOTHBAY REGION GARDEN CLUB NEWSLETTER

President's Letter

As the BRGC incoming President, | first want to thank Past President
Sandy Leonard for all she has done for the club in the preceding year
and a half. She came to be president just a few months after starting
her term as first Vice President and gracefully )
o : President

gave us a seamless transition, taking the Ll i
leadership role with ease. She has set an example = 518-281-3727 _

. mommybonin@gmail.com
for us all with her calm, unflappable manner of
handling whatever comes her way. And she has ~ 1st Vice-President

. . . : ——— Susan Stapleton

done this with creativity 208-7848
and thoughtfumes& susanmitch@aol.com
She has introduced us
to the form, balance
and beauty of Ikebana
in three classes and
now we can make the
idea of Ikebana a part
of our lives.
Thank you, Sandy!

2nd Vice-President
Irene Fowle
633-9792
ifowle50@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Irene Gerny

633-5052
igerny@gwi.net

Treasurer

Sandra Abernathy
633-0392
sandra0718@gmail.com
Moving forward, this year’s theme is “Getting to

Know You!”, as we are a large and diverse club, Newsletter Editor
filled with awesome members who each have g/éeghg;%ghomton

their own unique gifts to share. boldcolorlife@gmail.com



To help us get to know each other
better, most of our programs this
year are given by club members. We
have also moved our social time to
noon, prior to the business meeting,
which will give members some time
to get to know each other as they
have a bite to eat before we start
our general meeting. | am hoping
that getting to know each other will
foster increased collaborations
among members on the many
committees and activities which
continue to make this club so
successful. | am truly looking
forward to the coming year!

Linda Bonin, BRGC President

NOTE TIME CHANGES:

Board meetings will begin at 10:30am at St.
Andrews Village

General meetings will begin at noon at St.
Columba’s Church

SAVE THE DATES:

BRGC Home and Garden Tours - July 19 - 9:30 am -
4:30 pm

Field Trip to Glendarragh Lavender Farm -

July 23, 2019 10:00am - mid pm

88th Fall Conference Garden Club Federation of
Maine October 31, 2019 9:00am - 3:00 pm

DATES TO REMEMBER:

7/1,8,15,22,29 Weeding Teams BB Mem'l Park
7/2 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village
7/10 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Vill
Arts and Crafts Room

7/10 12:00 noon General Meeting St Columba's

8/5,12,19,26 Weeding Teams BB Mem'l Park
8/6 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village

8/14 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Vill
Arts and Crafts Room

8/14 12:00 noon General Meeting St Columba'’s

8/23 5-7pm BRGC Happy Hour Southport
Yacht Club

9/9,16,23,30 Weeding Teams BB Mem'l Park
9/3 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village
9/11 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Vill
Arts and Crafts Room

9/11 12:00 noon General Meeting St Columba'’s



COMMITTEE AND PROJECT UPDATES

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT

When the end of May comes, our civic
development committee goes into action
after the long winter. Requests are out for
the club to help with the yearly preparation
of planting window boxes for the
community. After the plants are delivered
to the Gazebo on the Common, we get to
work filling 40 boxes with flowers. This year
we added two more boxes for the newly
open Boothbay Harbor Region Chamber
Information Center located in Edgecomb.
We usually have about ten or twelve
members show up for this event. However,
we always wish that more of the members
would help in this important part of our
mission for our community.

If you haven't seen our newly planted
garden around the armillary at the
Boothbay Memorial Park, then set aside
some time to go over and walk around. The
lilies that were a big part of this garden
have been moved out and a whole new
design has been planted. We hired a
garden firm led by Abbie Bray to do the
revamping. Three impressive rows of
shrubs have been planted. The first row
from the armillary itself consists of Pinky

Winky Hydrangeas. Below that in the
second row you will find Little Princess
Spirea. Lastly, the row of plants next to the
walkway consists of Spilled Wine Weigela. A
group of our members met after these
were planted to add a final touch to the
garden by planting hot pink geraniums and
white petunias in between these plants. We
think it is and will be lovely for some time!
Please GO for a visit!

The Butterfly Garden and area surrounding
the newly planted garden are lovely as well,
and you will enjoy seeing it all.

We also hope that many of you will join one
of our weeding teams to help take care of
these plants through the season. By
planting what we did, you will find a little
less work to do. So please choose one
Monday of the month at 9:00 am. and help
us out! Most people who come to weed
enjoy what they are doing as well as being
together with other members. We hope to
see some new faces appearing on Mondays
at the garden!

Pat McMurry, Becky Singer, Linda Redman

Co-Chairs, Civic Development Committee




FLOWER DESIGN creativity in all participants !
Flowers for Fun

The August 14th meeting will begin our
Geometry series. We will have Geometry
101 - Circle. Each arrangement should
feature fresh vegetation in a round
container with the eye drawn to a circular
design.

Arrangements should arrive shortly before
noon. Let's have fun!!

Carol Lingard, Chair Flower Design

GARDEN THERAPY

June: Cool weather kept most residents
inside while the planters were filled with
dirt.

April: The residents planted the “window
boxes” just behind the garden club
members. The hats and ties project
brought Spring brightness and color to all.

Residents filled the boxes with flowers,

vegetable plants, and herbs.....now for some
May: Paper, paint and forks brought out sun to make them grow !



HOSPITALITY

A gentle reminder from the Hospitality
Committee, which is co-chaired by Abbie
Shaw and Susan Stapleton:

Members need to look at their new
Yearbook to see if/and when they're on a
particular Tea Committee for the next
2019-2020 calendar year.

Next month's meeting is Wednesday, July
10th, and the:

Tea Chair is Barbara Windamayer
Tea Committee is composed of:

Pattie Gilles, Jane Homer, Annemarie
Kurzius,, Joanne Samuels, Melissa
Thornton, and Laura Zajdel providing
luncheon items.

The Tea Chair reaches out to her
Committee and requests that they provide
the items that are specified in the Yearbook
on page 46-47.

There is an important change this year,
starting with a "light buffet luncheon" at 12
noon, then the general meeting at
12:40pm. (rather than the social tea after
the general meeting, as done in the past)

Please note that the Tea Committee, which
includes the Tea Flower member, need to
arrive by 11am, so as to help start
preparations for the food service.

See you July 10th,
Abbie Shaw and Susan Stapleton

PROGRAM

Field Trip to Glendarragh
Lavender Farm - July 23, 2019

We will meet at the Boothbay Fire House at
10 a.m. and carpool to Glendarragh
Lavender Farm in Appleton, about 37 miles
and 55 minutes from Boothbay, close to
Union.

Driving directions will be available at the
July Garden Club Meeting as well as a sign
up sheet. Lavender harvest will be
underway. We will learn about growing
many different varieties of lavender and
many of its uses. Many lovely lavender
products are available in the on-site store.

After the visit to the Lavender Farm, we will
drive to Camden and have lunch at The
Waterfront Restaurant and we can visit the
Glendarragh Lavender Store on Main
Street.




BRGC Scholarship News
June 2019

Our three scholarship students have
successfully completed another year of
college. As they progress, it is exciting to
learn of their studies and academic
adventures. Unlike many scholarships, our
support follows our students for all four
years of their college experience.

Mackenzie Colby is going into her senior
year at Eckerd College. She writes that she
spent a month in Peru on a service
learning trip in January and hiked Machu
Picchu. Her major is environmental studies
with a minor in biology and animal studies.

Meghan Oakes is working in Maryland this
summer prior to her senior year at
Goucher College.

Duncan Drapeau has completed his
sophomore year at Clark University,
making the Dean'’s List for the fourth
semester in a row. He plays on the varsity
tennis team and is an environmental

science major with a focus on policy and a
minor in international development and
social change. He has been helping to
‘spruce’ up Spruce Point Inn’s grounds as
they prepare for their summer season and
will be working as a server for Cabbage
Island Clam Bakes.

Boothbay Region YMCA has begun another
summer of camping fun for children of all
ages. The Garden Club contributes $5,000
to Camp Knickerbocker to provide financial
assistance to families who otherwise could
not afford to send their children to camp.

Thanks to the efforts of Club members and
the support of the community, we have
been able to provide $12,000 in financial
assistance this year.

Jane Lunt, Scholarship Committee Chair




YOUTH EDUCATION

Youth Committee Report:

It is very exciting to have been able to
continue our youth education
outreach this spring at the Boothbay
Region Elementary School. The
kindergarten teachers welcomed the
classroom poster presentation about
our dwindling populations of
pollinators, and the children were
knowledgeable and curious to learn
more about pollination and how they
can help. With the help of Robin
Jordan, we followed the educational
segment of the program with the
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plant flowering perennials known to
attract and nurture Maine’s pollinating
insects. These plants were added to
their existent “KINDER" garden right at
the front entrance to the elementary
school. The faculty are anxious to
have a repeat program for next year's
students and at that time we will likely
plant perennials in an older garden
adjacent to their new playground. This
innovative program has now been
carried out at all three of our local
elementary schools. It has indeed
been a privilege to work with these
future gardeners who already seem to
care deeply about our environment.

Linda Bonin, Chair, Youth Committee

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER: Membership Dues for 2019/20 are now due.

Active: $25.00 Associate: $30.00 Please send your dues to:
BRGC PO BOX 113, Boothbay, ME 04537

New members are invited to come to one free flower dsign workshop. These classes are held in
the winter at the Boothbay Region Greenhouse. Classes are fun and educational. Please come if
you are able.

For all members, our Bylaws state that active members are expected to participate by serving on a
committee and attending two activities per year. Please think about how you can help YOUR
Garden Club. Alice Schambra Membershio Committee Co-Chair



2019 BOOTHBAY REGION GARDEN CLUB
HOME AND GARDEN TOUR  FRIDAY, JULY 19, 2019

This year's Home and Garden Tour will be the 8th tour for our club, and we are happy to
say that we have all our homes waiting for the day of the tour! This year it just so
happens that all of our homes fall under the category of “Historic Homes"... nothing new
on this tour!

The tour will include three homes on Southport and three homes in Boothbay Harbor.

This will be our first venture into the Harbor, so those who come from away and are not
too familiar with our harbor will get to see this lovely and picturesque area.

We will need the help of most of you in the club to make this tour successful. We cannot
do this tour without your help. So many of you have helped in the past, and, we and
hope that you will do so again. We need many hostesses, parkers, and flower arrangers.

As the time approaches we will be scheduling people to help with the tour. Please keep
us in mind and save Friday, July 19, for being a part of this year’s tour!

Thank you all for your past participation and help in making this fund raiser a success for
our club. Let’s do it again!

Irene Gerny and Pat McMurry  Co-Chairs Home and Garden Tour




2019 BOOTHBAY REGION
GARDEN CLUB

FESTIVAL OF TREES
DECEMBER 6,7,8

“Winter Gatherings” is the theme for the
2019 Festival of Trees, December 6, 7, and
8th with set up on the 5th. Workshops are
already in full swing with Nature's Gifts
meeting each Thursday morning at Vanda
Yong's home for camaraderie and crafting.
Even if you can only make one or two
sessions, come join the fun as you create
the lovely and creative decorations. It's a
great way to get to know your fellow
garden clubbers! Calling all bakers and
candy makers! Start thinking now about
making some sweet treats for the Sweet
Shop. Even if you are gone from our
shores by Christmas time, bake before you

Nature's Gifts

Our group meets almost every Thursday at 9:30. We craft until 11am. We collect and create

leave and the committee will take care of
freezing until Festival time. We ran out last
year, so let's get baking! This year's Club
Tree has the theme of “ Birds of a Feather”.
Keep your eyes open for appropriate
ornaments to donate or make. Want to be
the coordinator for the Club Tree? Just let
co-Chairs Sandy Abernathy or Sandy
Leonard know. Have a fabulous item for
ETC or Table and Mantle? It's not too early
to start collecting so bring your items to
any meeting. Lastly, if you have a
connection to a possible donor for our
Silent Auction, just let us know and we will
follow up.

We Sandys are looking forward to a great
Festival, and Kathleen is standing by to
advise if we need her! FOT 2019 could be
the best yet!

The Festival of Trees Committee Co-Chairs
Sandra Leonard and Sandra Abernathy

pieces to sell at the Festival of Trees. If you sign up at our meeting, you will be put on our

list.

We meet at 141 Atlantic Ave. Boothbay Harbor.

If you have any interest, call Abbie Shaw at 633-1198. We would love you to join our group.



Recent Special Events

Boothbay Region Garden Club
Annual Meeting
at the Boothbay Harbor Yacht
Club June 12,2019




GARDEN CLUB FEDERATION
OF MAINE CONVENTION

JUNE 18-19

Attending the convention: Irene Gerny,
Alice Schambra, Linda Bonin, Sue
Hochstein, Susan Stapleton, Irene Fowle,
Linda Redman and Kathleen Marty

Awards received by BRGC:
Certificate for Youth Gardening Work

Certificate for Conservation Environmental
Awareness

Certificate for ongoing support of H4H

Certificate for support/maintenance of Blue
Star Memorial Marker

1st place Yearbook - XLarge Garden Club
category

Club of Distinction Certificate - 315 points
for year long work

Convention was June 18 - 19 at the Village
by the Sea Resort & Conference Center,
Wells, Maine.

Awards were presented during the annual
meeting on Wednesday, June 19th.



GETTING TO KNOW YOU...
BEGINNING TO GET TO KNOW YOUR
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

INETT

Pat McMurry, Bonnie Stevenson, Irene
Gerny and Judy Burgess

Mimi O'Neill, Irene Fowle, Irene Gerny, Sandy
Abernathy, Susan Stapleton and Linda Bonin

Tracy Robinson and Claire Tomlin

These are the names...now read
through the Newsletter or look at
page 4 of the Boothbay Region
Garden Club Yearbbook to see their
titles!! More 'introductions' to come Melissa Thornton, Linda Bonin, Irene
. Fowle and Sandy Leonard

in the next newsletter...
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