
 I've been president of this incredible club for just three months now and I want to 
thank all of you for being so warm and welcoming!  I am truly enjoying "Getting to 
Know (all of) You!"  Each member brings something unique and special to this club 
and that diversity helps make the club so successful in its 
many educational and community service endeavors.  The 
general meeting presentations by our own members have 
been such wonderful learning experiences: I left Judy 
Milinowski's "Peaceful Garden" program feeling both 
invigorated and relaxed; Claire Tomlin's "I Love Tomatoes" 
had me racing home to plant a tomato slice and watch its 
seeds grow; and Pat McMurray's beautiful "Dahlia 
Experience" kept me taking copious notes lest I miss a 
single nugget of information to bring home to my own 
dahlias.  Kudos to all of you and thank you for your time 
and effort!   

Thank you to Irene Gerny, Pat McMurray, and the several 
hundred volunteers who made July's Home and Garden 
Tour such an exquisitely enjoyable experience! Homes 
with history, guest and boat houses created an 
unparalleled opportunity to explore and dream of what 
we might want to do for our own homes and gardens. The 
use of buses was genius and made the tour easily 
accessible.  Everything from directed parking to flower 
arrangements, home made cookies, and welcoming, 
knowledgeable hostesses created a perfect day.  

Irene and Pat are looking for a couple of members to 
team up with them next year and learn the ropes so  they 
can take over and continue this club tradition which is
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not only enjoyable but crucial to the 

support of our scholarship programs. 

Thank you also to Susan Stapleton, 

Abbie Shaw and the many others who 

worked on our Southport Yacht Club 

August Happy Hour. Those who 

participated reported that they had a 

truly lovely time! 

And thanks to these same members for 

supervising all the Hospitality events and 

to Jane Homer for reliably setting up the 

tables at each meeting. 

As we move into fall, we joyfully 

anticipate our next major fundraiser, the 

Festival of Trees, headed this year by 

Sandy Leonard and Sandy Abernathy. 

Please sign up to help out in whatever 

way works best for you to help us 

continue this important club tradition. 

Linda Bonin, BRGC President 

REMEMBER 

NOTE TIME CHANGES: 

Board meetings will begin at 10:30am at St. 
Andrews Village 

General meetings will begin at noon at St. 
Columba's Church 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Making Strides Vs. Breast Cancer Walk October 
27, 2019 2pm. 

88th Fall Conference Garden Club Federation of 
Maine October 31, 2019 9:00am - 3:00 pm 

Festival of Trees December 6-8, 2019 see article 
for times 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

10/7,14,21,28 Weeding Teams BB Mem'l Park 

10/1 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village 

10/9 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Village 
Arts and Crafts Room 

10/27 2pm, Making Strides Vs. Breast Cancer Walk 

10/28,29 NEGC Annual Meeting 1:00pm Woodstock 
Inn Resort, Woodstock, VT 

10/31 GCFM Fall Conference 8:30-3p Augusta Civic 
Center 

11/5 11:00 Garden Therapy St Andrews Village 

11/8 Blue Star Remembrance 11:00 Wreath at Blue 
Star Memorial 

11/12 10:30 Board Meeting St Andrews Village 
Arts and Crafts Room 

11/13 Wreath Decorating/Soup Luncheon 11:00 
Southport Town Hall 

12/3 Table Arrangements for Festival of Trees 11:00 
Southport Town Hall 

12/5 Festival of Trees set up 9am-4:30pm BBH 
Opera House and 12/6,7,8 Festival of Trees See 
Article for times BBH Opera House 



CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 

If you haven?t seen our newly planted 
garden around the armillary at the 
Boothbay Memorial Park, then set aside 
some time to go over and walk around.

We think it is and will be lovely for some 
time! Please GO for a visit!   

Pat McMurry, Becky Singer, Linda Redman
Co-Chairs, Civic Development Committee

 

 

FLOWERS FOR FUN
 SQUARE  

You do not have to be good at Math to 
do ?Flowers for Fun?  Geometry 103 ? 
Square. Just find a square container and 
fill with fresh and/or dried material with 
focus on square. A round container 
with a square arrangement would be 
very cool, too.   

Bring it with you to the October 
meeting and we will vote on the ?most 
Square?, after being gently ?critiqued?.   

JOIN THEFUN!! 

Carol Lingard, Chair Flower Design

COMMITTEE AND PROJECT UPDATES



GARDEN THERAPY 

July : Twelve Garden Club members 
offered creative programs for residents 
of Gregory Wing and Safe Havens at St. 
Andrews Village. In July they enjoyed 
making sun catchers using live, colorful 
petals and leaves to create designs and 
then hung them in windows to brighten 
a day.  

 

  

August is the month for flower 
arranging ! Members contribute 
flowers, greens and fillers from their 
own gardens plus a few wild flowers 
from the side of the road. The residents 
chose their favorites and filled the 
vases with color and texture to be 
enjoyed on the dining rooms tables and 
in their rooms.  

September was a time to get back into 
the paints using Fall colors-red, orange, 
yellow and green. Each resident was 
given a tree branch glued to paper. 
They added colorful leaves by dabbing 
a cotton ball or pom pom into paint 
and placing the leaves. Just like the 
trees in the forest, each one was 
different. Fall is on the way! 



HOSPITALITY     
 

The November General Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 13th, 
at the Southport Town Hall.  

This meeting entails a short business meeting followed by a Soup Luncheon, 
which is provided by our own Club members. 

There will be a sign-up sheet at the October meeting, for the following items: * *  

-9 Soups (one vegetarian for those who don't eat meat) 

-5 breads and condiments (e.g. butter spread, or a sweet bread with a jam, etc) 

-7 finger desserts  

A special reminder for those supplying the soups: 

-please bring your own "labeled" ladle 

-a "labeled" extension cord so we can plug you in! 

-labeled crockpots so you go home with your own pot and cover!! 
  

Hospitality Committee will supply:  -Hot Mulled Cider   -Hot tea   

* * But not everyone goes to this October meeting, so if you're wanting to 
provide a refreshment of some sort, please reach out to either Abbie Shaw, 
Sandra Seifert, or myself, Susan Stapleton. 



 YOUTH EDUCATION

 Youth Committee Report: 

 Our Children's Pollinator Garden at the 
Southport Memorial Library has 
become a giant success, with more than 
40 Monarch butterflies feeding there 
together just a few days ago!!! Their 
favorite blooms seem to be the bee 
balm (Monarda) and the sedums. 

Sandra Seifert has been faithfully 
looking after this garden which 
continues to attract other kinds of 
butterflies and bees as well as receiving 
accolades from library visitors. Chair 

Linda Bonin brought a number of bags 
of mulch to the KINDER garden at the 
Boothbay Region Elementary School 
(BRES) so that kindergarten teacher 
Jessica Lessner could get the 
youngsters' garden looking pretty for 

the first day of school.  

I can only imagine that the youth who 
added plants to the garden in the 
spring were happy to see their garden 
doing well when they returned after 
summer vacation. 

We will continue to work with youth at 
BRES throughout the year and I'm 
looking forward to presenting the 
pollinator garden program to this year 's 
incoming students. 

 Linda Bonin, Chair, Youth Committee 

These are at the Boothbay Regional 
Elementary School's "KINDER" garden 



 December 6th, 7th, and 8th, with set up on the 5th, are the dates for 
this year?s Festival of Trees. 

The theme is ?Winter Gatherings? and our Club Tree is ?Birds of a 
Feather?. 

Our committee has met and plans are underway. Festival of Trees 
Committee Co-Chairs Sandra Leonard and Sandra Abernathy.

This year we will again create some boxwood trees and learn the craft of kokodama, 
also to be sold at the Festival of Trees.  The input and help of every Garden Club 
Member is needed to make The Festival a success. Be thinking about how you can 
help. 

New members, especially, please call Sandy Abernathy or Sandy Leonard with questions 
and offers of time. We need you all!

THE SHOPS

Workshops are already in session. Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 11, crafters are 
meeting at Vanda Yonge?s home to create exciting items for the Nat ure?s Gif t s shop.

 Even if you can only make one or two sessions, come join the fun as you create the 
lovely and creative decorations. It 's a great way to get to know your fellow garden 
clubbers! 
We meet at 141 Atlantic Ave. Boothbay Harbor. If you have any interest, call Abbie Shaw 
at 633-1198. We would love you to join our group.

Upcom ing Special Event s 

   

2019 FESTIVAL OF TREES 

DECEMBER 6 - 8, 2019



MORE SHOPS 

The Sweet Shop's success financially 

depends upon every Garden Club 

member making/baking food 

items ... not just one item, but several 

each. These should be wrapped in clear 

packaging with colorful holiday ribbons. 

Please make sure you have labeled 

your items, so helpers at the shop know 

what's what. You can price or the shop 

keepers will. Pies go for $15-20; 

specialty breads $10-20, depending on 

type. Many customers buy hostess gifts, 

get-together gifts of gifts for 

themselves. Look in the magazines for 

ideas: Pies and cakes that can be 

frozen, fudge, decorated cookies, 

grown-up popcorn balls, truffles, 

flavored extracts are just some ideas. 

Upscale brownies can be packaged in 

two's. 

Plan to bring food in on Friday at 9am, 

if you can, so we may set the table with 

your items. Food may be brought in 

later as well, when you work the festival 

or during the day on Saturday. No food 

on Sunday, please. 

Thanks for your help! 

PS if you are not here to bake, please 

make a donation to the Sweet Shop--a 

check to the Garden Club with 'sweet 

shop' written on the memo line. 

Table and Mantel will feature fresh 

centerpieces and arrangements which 

we will be creating on December 3rd 

when we gather at the Southport Town 

Hall. There will also be a workshop at 

the Southport Town Hall on Tuesday, 

November 29th at 9:30am. Please bring 

greens, berries and items for container 

arrangements. Any thing and any help 

will be greatly appreciated. Table and 

Mantel also needs your unwanted 

treasures, including good vases, 

candlesticks, Christmas themed linens 

and other table top items. 

Sue Hochstein 443-253-0978 or Carole 

McCarthy 633-2888.

The Et cetera shop is accepting new or 

gently used miscellaneous objects, 

including Christmas items-dishes, 

decorations, ornaments, etc. as well as 

vintage jewelry, scarves, children's toys 

and books, kitchen items, candlesticks 

and any small items that don't fall into 

other categories. Debbie Graves and 

Brigitte Smith 



 COME WITH US: MAKING STRIDES DAMARISCOTTA WALK 2019   

 Once again, our Club will be sponsoring a Club Team in the Making St r ides 
Against  Breast  Cancer  Walk  in Damariscotta on Sunday af t ernoon, Oct ober  
27t h at  2PM .  

 We welcome all Garden Club members, their families and friends to join us in 
this hopeful and important event.  
 You can support our Club?s Striders Team in several ways. You can join the 
team and walk the non-competitive three-mile course. This has proven to be a 
wonderful time of fellowship. You can also make a personal donation or gather 
donations from family and friends. ANY and ALL contributions are GREATLY 
welcome.    

 Come to the October 9th meeting, complete and turn in a Walker?s Registration 
Form and donation or contact Brigitte Smith at 633-4170, 
jmbsmith197@hotmail.com for a Registration Form and other details. 

 Thank you in advance for  consider ing par t icipat ing in our  2019 
Dam ar iscot t a Mak ing St r ides Against  Breast  Cancer  Walk !  

     Brigitte Smith 
__________________________________________________________________________________

 BOOTHBAY REGION GARDEN CLUB SCARECROW
at Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens

"Ruby Begonia" Created by Linda Bonin, Sandy Abernathy and Kathleen  Marty

OTHER EVENTS



 

88t h ANNUAL GCFM FALL CONFERENCE  

 (Garden Club Federation of Maine)  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2019  

Augusta Civic Center  

Augusta, Maine  

9:00am ? 3pm  

Registration for members: $30.00 Non Members: $35.00 

Deadline is: October 15th. Late registration: $45.00  

Registration forms will be available at the general 
meeting or on line GCFM website: 

www.mainegardenclubs.org   

Program Speakers: Jeff O?Donal, Barth Daylilies and 
Organic Gardener specialist to talk about growing 
vegetables and meatless Mondays.  NEGC Awards, 

Vendors, Raffle, and Lunch 

Carpooling available, sign up sheet at membership 
meeting.  

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

 88t h ANNUAL GCFM FALL CONFERENCE  

 (Garden Club Federation of Maine)  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2019  

Augusta Civic Center  

Augusta, Maine  

9:00am ? 3pm  

Registration for members: $30.00 Non Members: $35.00 

Deadline is: October 15th. Late registration: $45.00  

Registration forms will be available at the general meeting or 
on line GCFM website: www.mainegardenclubs.org   

Program Speakers: Jeff O?Donal, Barth Daylilies and Organic 
Gardener specialist to talk about growing vegetables and 
meatless Mondays.  NEGC Awards, Vendors, Raffle, and 

Lunch 

Carpooling available, sign up sheet at membership meeting.  

http://www.mainegardenclubs.org
http://www.mainegardenclubs.org


Boothbay Region Garden Club 
HOME AND GARDEN TOUR

JULY 19, 2019 

 

HOME AND GARDEN TOUR 

Another year has come and gone, 
successfully we?re happy to say! Yet, 
Pat and I are thinking that it is time 
to pass the baton: eight very good 
years, lots of new friendships, new 
points of view and hard -working 
committees. We don?t want to drop 
the Home Tour because of its? 
obvious benefits to the Club.  

First, it is one of two major fund 
raisers needed mostly for 
Scholarships and Civic Development, 
Second, it would be missed by many 
visitors and members alike, Third, 
ALL the pieces to the puzzle are in 
place and no one has to reinvent the 
wheel (unless they want to!). 

Pat and I will stay on this year to 
mentor a new Chairperson/s on the 
workings of the Tour. The new 
recruit/s will be in touch with all 
sub-committees at all t imes and 
receive pertinent details and all 
information as they unfold. In other 
words, you will be the new Chair/s 
for the year for 2021 and you will be 
prepared! Additionally, Pat and I will 
always be available should that need 
arise. 

Please consider this undertaking, we 
really have had some wonderful 
experiences and know that you will 
too! 

  

  

 You can also call us if you have any 
questions at all. 

Pat McMurry and Irene Gerny, Home 
and Garden Tour Co-Chairs 

Recent  Special Event s
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